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TW Received yours, and do not think it ſtrange, that thoſe 
of Exgland are ſo deſirous to. know the Adts and Pro- 
ceedings of our General Aſſembly in Scotland; for not on: 
=» ly Curioſity but Intereſt may prompt themthereto-: will 
readily ſerve you in this Matter, and inrended, though you had 
not required it, to haye given you an Account of it; that yo 
might have Occafion of gratifying your worthy Friends and 
Acquaintance. It's true, E was not Eye-Witneſs of what piſt ; 
for you know my Circumſtances would not: allow thatz and 
the Brethren (as they call themſelves) endeavoured to keep 
out all that were not of their own party, -or who'might/tadt 
Tales; forbidding the Keepers of the door to admit atty:with-. - 
out a leaden Ticket in the ſhape of a Heart, which was the Paſs  - ! 
given them, which was not ſo eafily obtain'd, except for-their. 
particular Friends ; and if any of the Epiſcopsl Party were di> * 
{covered, there was a Cry preſently, Conformiſts arehere'; and 
the Officers were ſent to thruſt them out. However not- 
withſtanding of this ſtritneſs, there were always two-or three 
diſcreet and intelligent Perſons of my.Acquaintance preſent at 
GT every 


NT oy. 
every Seſſion, from whom I have what I write to you. AndI 
allure you that you may truſt the Ingenuity and Faithfulneſs of 
| the Relation. But before I come to the Aſſembly it ſelf, there 


' be ſomethings previous to it which you ought to be informed 


wy 0 
” a _—_——— —_— 
- _ ” —_ 


of. A General Aſſembly in Scozland (you know) is much of 
tht ſame NaturE with the Convocation in England, or a Na- 
tiohal Council; and of no leſs Authority here : Nay, our Prelſ- 
BY tefians exalt the Authority of theit Aſſemblies aboue that of 
King or Parliament; and there be ſome ſtanding At of their 
Aſſemblies againſt Afts of Parliament, and which diſcharge 
Obedienc&.to ttm: Whereupon our Presbyterians being not 
content with what the Parliament had done for them,nor think- 


| — ing their Authority ſufficient for ſetting up their Government; 


W WA » A 


they required a General Aſſembly, by whoſe Authority (which 
with them is fuprene, and next to that of Jeſus Chriſt ) their 
Government might be firmly eſtabliſhed, and all their Attings 
| and Proceedings ratified and approved by it. Yet they knew 
that a free Aﬀſembly of the Clergy and Laity throughout the 
Kingdom, would: rather. defeat : than advance their Defignif ; 
therefore they conſider'd how they might prevent that by foke 

Method,. which would exclude all who were not well affeC 
ed:to their Intereſt, or-zealous for the Good: Old: Cauſe. © 

| ;M_order herciinto they. prevailed. with the Parliament, to 
' AJIndigethe whole Government and Management of Church Af- 
[| fas inthe landsof thafe fewOQld Preachers who went off when 
ſ Eprſcopaey was reeſtabliſhed 4x::1661. and ſuch as ſhould be 
aGBitted and approved by them, When theſe Miniſters off the 
Epiſcopal Pertwafion who had complied with the prefent Ci- 
- Bl:Government heard this, they: thought themſelves injured; 


[1 
« 


i ard therefore addreffed to the Parliament to be admittedi:to 


a:\fhare of the Government, or at leaſt not to be abſolutely ſub- 
_ pedto them, who were their ſtated and vprofeſſed Enemies. 

"This they claimed; as:due to them, not only upon the account 
of their bring Lawful Miniſters ob the Goſpel, but alſo.upon'the 
account of the-publick Faith, which promiſed them ProteQio 
upon their compliance:with-the Civil Government : Notwith-. 
_ Rtanding which, their. Petition was difdainfully rejected, 90 
the 


p 


, 5 af 


(3) 

the AQ continued as before, in favour only of the above-mer- 
tioned Presbyterian Preachers. By which means all the preſent 
Epiſcopal Clergy and ſuch of the Laity as favoured their Inte- 
reſt, and had complyed with them, were rendred incapable 
of bearing-any Office in the Kirk, and of Sitting and Voting in 
their Meetings. This the Epiſcopal Party juſtly complained of, 
and ſaid 5 That though Epiſcopacy was aboliſhed merely upon 
an unjuſt and falſe Pretence, that that Government exerciſed 
Tyranny over the Church, yet now a real Presbyterian Tyran- 
ny was eſtabliſhed, that inſtead of Fourteen Biſhops Sixty were 
ſet up, who would Lord it over their Brethren more impert- 
ouſly than they either did or pretended to do ; and that Preſ- 
byters were ſubjected to them who. own'd themſelves to be n6 


Epiſcopacy. Hence it was inferr'd that Presbyterians do jup= 

gle both with God and Man: For whereas they would have the 
World believe, that their Model of Government and Forms of 

Diſcipline are ſo much of Divine Right chat they can ſubmit to 
no Terms of Compoſition with Men about thetn 5; fo when 
it makes for their Intereſt, they can without'any fcruple intro» 
duce effential Alterations thereof: For Patity (which they 


- make theInſtitution of Chriſt) was now taken away, and out 


of the pretended exigence of the Church nine hundred Mint- 
ers were ſuſpended from-one half of that Power given them 


: +. > NS 
by-Chriſt, which at other times is ſaid to beſo effential to them 
that they cannot be Miniſters of the Goſpel without it. 
| Shortly after the paſſing that A& of Parliament, for ſetting 
up the Presbyterian Government, and committing the Care 
and Management thereof to theſe few ſurviving Presbytert- 
an Miniſters, who had not complied with Epiſcopacy; there 
was a Meeting at Edinburgh of Presbyterian Miniſters and Lay- 
Elders to adviſe about the Afﬀairs of the Kirk, and to lay 
down Methods how a General Aſſembly fhould be call'd and 
conſtituted 3 becauſe (as I have obſerved ) one could not be 
had according to their minds, after the old manner and ſtand- 
ing Rules of General Aſſemblies. By Virtue of the AG of Par- 
hament, none had the Right to meddle with.the Government 
and Aﬀairs of the Church but ſuch Miniſters as had been re- 
moved by the reſtoration of Epiſcopacy ; and certainly theſe 
men were greatly overſeen when they parted with that Privi- 
* lege, and admitted others to ſhare with them before they had 
ſetled the Church according to their minds : For by. theſe 
- means they were overpower'd and outvoted, and forced to 
yield to other things than what they firlt intended 3 but they 
were not ſenſible of this their Errour till it was paſt- remedy. 
Firſt, the remnant of the Remonſtrator Party, who had been 
actually depoſed in the time of Presbytery, and fome of them 
for ſcandalous and groſs Crimes, came to fit.1n this Meeting ; 
they were very ative and uſeful, and therefore it was thought 
fit to receive them ;. but ſome being ſenſible of the Irregularity 
pf admitting Perfons lying under the ſentence of Depoſition 
by their own Kirk, it was therefore moved that the Sentence 
of Depoſition might be firſt taken off : But the Debate was 
laid aftde and ſuppreſt, becauſe theſe men urg'd and. preſſed 
that their Sentence of Depoſition might be declared void and 
null, being done Clave errante, by a Factious party 3 wherewith 
ſome of the old Publick Reſolutioners were pricked, and there- 
fore proceeded to defend themſelves, and -particularly one 
Mr. Alexander Pitcarne proteſted againſt their Proceedings, and 
threatned to print his Proteſtation, and to declare their Meet- 
ing unlawtu), while ſuch incapacitated Members were allowed 


tO 


(5). 


to fit in it :- But ſuch early Heats being anſcaſonaþle ad re” 
judicial, they. prevail'd with, him.to take-up his. Proteſta No 
and to. forbear the Publiſhing, it. . Inta. this Aſſembly: alſo were 
received all theſe younger Brethren, Who had been admitted to 
the Miniſtry clandeſtinely. i in the. time. the laſt Reign, - OI a» 
vowedly and openly fince the receiving. their Indulgence from 
King James. ' Theſe were hurried on with more Fierceneſs and 
Zeal than the former, who indeed. wanted n not ——_ and 
concernmetit enough for. the Cauſe: : I 45 5 


1 


ds - Gelidus radiate: Sthef2*: 
Sanguis bebet, Pinarge effet#” in corpore Vires. 


| TheOldMen thought that they ought to rule; and bear the- 
oreateſt Sway. becauſe of their Age and Experience, and that 
the AQ of. Parliament was eſpecially; in their favours; - but the 
younger Brethren would not be impos'd upon, ſeeing Parity. 
was the Conſtitution of their Government. Andit was faid. 
that one Mr. Webſter told Mr. Gilbert Rule very bluncly, that. 
tho he was a younger Man he merited -more ... .. 
than he, having taken the Miniſtry. upon-him © Dacept the Con- : 
in the time of Perſecution, when no temporal fters,. which. were 
*-Intereſt. did encourage him. to itz . whereas /omctbing ce who... 
the other entred into it in the time of Peace, fly oat 
and deſerted it in.time of Trouble. _ 
Mr. Gabriel Cunningham was choſen Moderator of this Meets 
ing, which was extraordinary as to its Nature,” neither was.. 
there a proper Name for it ; .For.it was neither Seflion, Pres-- 
bytery, Provincial,nar, jioceſan Syngd, nor. General Aſembly, 
nor Commiſſion of the Kirk -which are all the Church Jydica- 
tures. ever have been ſince the. Reformation 3. but ever ſince it. 
bears the Name of the General Meeting. Here they appoint- 
ed Miniſters for the ſeveral Corners of the Country, divided: 
chem into Presbyteries, preſcrib'd the Rules oftrying Epiſcopal 
Miniſters, and ordained that where the Presbytery conſiſted but: 
of four or fewer, the next Pregsbytery ſhould be joyned to it,, 
which yet in many places made-not a competent number for ſo... 
weighty. a bufinels, as the examining and cenſuring dane. 
QT :;; 


_ the ſame time' Sir Colizz Campbell and Ardbruchill ſtood up and 


—_ ) 
for their Doarine and Minners : For the two Provbyteries of 
Hidingtoun and' Dumber, where (you know) there be near 


thirty Pariſhes, confi ted but ot five Presbyterian Miniſters. 


There' was the- like number” in” the- 'Presbyteries of Duziſe 
and Chereſide, whete there' were about'as many Pariſhes, In 
the Presbytery of Anghterarder there was but onie Presbiterian 
Miniſter, and when the next was joyn'd to it, ' they tnade but 
three ; ſo that when'it was debated in the Aﬀembly, whether 
one of them, towit Mr, Wilkan Spence ('6f whom you: will 
Hear more afterward ) ſhould:go. 7M Angus ; they pleaded a- 
gainſt his going, becauſe that without him they could not 
have a @zorum in the Country where he then lived; and at 


faid, in the face of the Aſſembly, that for twenty Miles Weſt- 


ward of Perth, there were btit'two of three Miniſters, meaning 
_ thefe of the Presbyterian Perſwafion, which ſhews how lit- 


- agreeable. cither their Perſons or Government are to the 
eople. 

Tore alfa they laid down'the Method as Mannes of con- 
Kit uting the next Aſſembly, which was to fit in OFober, vis. 
That where a Presbytery conſiſted of eight Miniſters, they 
fhould ſend. four Miniſters and three ruling Elders to the AL 
ſembly, where they were'under eight and above four, three 
Mioiſter. and two ruling Elders; fout'ſhouldfend'two Mi. 
nifters and one ruling Elders ind where" there wa bur one, 
that one and. a ruling Elder ſhould come: By which you ſee 
that the old Method of tonfitit & Parifof rheKing Aſſemblies was 
quite aſter'd, a0d that as may | 'of theKingdom'wer 
allowed Repreſentatives ne f "A embly,' fo. others wete no 
repreſented equally, nor could hy Baur a ſatable Proporti- 
on therein ; but the ſmaIneſs of their number was admitted as 
a defence for this Trre ularity. At this Meeting they appoint- 
ed a General Faſt before the ſitting down of the Afﬀembly, 
to be kept on Sunday the 5th, of Ofober, which was the 


third Faſt had been obſerved on Sundays within the ſpace of 


a Year, which is neither agreeable to the Nature of the day, 
nor the Prattice of the Pamitive Times; but our Presbyteri- 
ANS 


' terians to keep all their Faſts on the Lords da 


' Capies to: be call'd.ip, and the:Libende'to be torn away + ſo- 


TJuprimatur ; and tworFriends of mine. (who otherwiſe cared 


worg 


Ns are above theſe things; they have-more regard to the Pta- 


Qice of their own Predeceſfors, than eirher to Reaſon-or An- 
riquity 3 and you know it was the Cuſtom of the old Presby : 
2 At-this time al- 
ſo. we had another inſtance, whereby they ſhewed themſelves 
the true Sons of their Fathers, whodid ndt confine themſelves 
to Matters purely Ecclefialtical , but; who alſo- were always 
catching at the Pawer of the Mag iſtrate 5, whoſe Priviledg it 
is in- this. Kingdom to licenſe Backs and.4n_ thei Licences tp 
grant the. Monopoly of theme; his-\Privilege;wazaſlumed by _ 
the General Meeting 3. For they order'd an old Treatiſe of ru- 
ling Elders to be reprinted by the: Heirs. of Andrew Anderſon, 


and diſcharged any other 5-4 meddie ys 5 OR the 


Farm of, their. Licence: word; for word. os 


The Geperal Meeting of Miniſters ny; Blders of Yhie C Hureb 

have appointed this Treatiſe of Ruling Elders and Deacons 
40. be Printed bythe: Heirs of Andrew Anderſon 4a note 
cf; "0 OY? 11h] 7 


= FT IM  Joun SPALDING; Clerk, 


This was a fall Regiating, however the Privy Councit =; 
thaught fit to take notice thereof, and ta.give: @ check totheſe 
Encygachments on the Civil-Poweryiand:therefore order'd:the 


that after the fir(t day all-the- Copies were fold without the 


nat. for the; Book )- were forced 40 pay a-triple rate for one- 
with the, forgmenianad Licenep,. Which was a new Proof of 
the Presbyterian: Uſurpation! - 1 + ft - 

Aker the Meeting theBrethren went home, a fell totheir 


.. work wah allicheiy wighs, according tathe Inftructions given: 


them in their:GengralMeeting; It wagexpeted thatthep would 
rſt .have:planzed the: Churches, made: nas -by; the Council 
and. the Rebble, which were, more. than could be ſupplied by 
all che Miniſteys of that Perſwaſiog.: But they were Not ſo zea- 
lous to. plant, as to-pluck up. what, was already planted.3 they 


_ would 


- HE 


er 


<lared before them, - that where: they livd there was not ſo 


_ eptable to the People. 


: poed -Providence of God had it till. comin with them. 


nor-their Intereſt to tolerate them who- were more judicious, 
| and who would accuftom the People to Senife and- Tolia Dif. 


E piſcopal Clergy ; Teeing ' they: could 'not yet: ſupply their 


would not begin to build, "nl what was already built was 
-overthrown to the' Ground. More than'a third part 'of the 
. Churches in the Kingdom wanted Miniſters, and the -moft of 
-them for more than a Year. But as- if that was only a ſmall 
matter, it 'was overlooked 3 ; arid all' Pains and Care laid out 
41n emptying-theſe Churches where the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
-continued to preach. Their beloved Weſt was deſtitute of Mi- 
-niſters, the Churches there and im. Galloway were almoſt all 
ſhut up. So thar when the Aſſembly met, two Miniſters de- 


-much as'the face of a Church, there being no Miniſters but 
themſelves and: one other : Yet none were ſent thither, 'bur 
they ſhew'd 'greater-Inclination to ſeat themſelves in the Lo- 
rave and South, which isindeed a better Country, but where 
there was leſs room for them, and where they were not ſo ac- 
Many were indeed aſtoniſhed at this, 
nor could they either juſtify: it, or well underſtand the Poli- 


tick thereof. Strange! there were already more Churches Va- 
cant, than there were Presbyterian | Miniſters to put in them, 


and yet ſo many more were aimed at, and coveted. It was ſad 
and lamentable to fee ſo many deſolate Congregations in all 
parts of the Land, ſuch Multitudes of People without the 
Goſpel, and without the direQtion of Paſtors, and- yet they 
would endeavour to:deprive them'of this Blefling, who by the 


However they did this either to force the People to joyn with 
them when none other could be had, or being conſcious of 
their own Ignorance and Inability, they thought it neither fir, 


courſes, -which held forth the true Nature and-Deſign'of the 
Goſpet, and which armed People againſt fanatical 'Delufions. 
- When ſome were ask'd why they ſtudied to caſt out-all the 


r. 616%: 4 and why they Paw preach: in a- Meetm -houſe, 
where. there was an Epiſcopal Miniſter unblameable in his Lite 


an Duties, and draw the poopie from, him, rather:chan 80 
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to another Pariſh which wanted aPaftor altogether. It wasan- 
ſwered, That there was lefs prejudice both to Church and Peo- 
ple by the want of Preaching, than by the Preaching of Men of _ 
Epiſcopal Principles and Perſuafions : And Mr, Frazer of Bray - 
ſaid in a Sermon before the Parliament, That it was better that 
the Temple of the Lord, did lie ſometime unbuilt and unre- 
pair'd, than be rear'd up by Gibeorrtes and Samaritans. But to 
return, Nothing came before the Presbyteries, except Citations 
- and Libels againſt Epiſcopal Miniſters, and to make thegreater 
diſpatch; they ſatevery Week. The Presbyteries were a perfet 
Inquifftion, who ſent out Spies to inform them -not only of the 
publick: Sermons and open PraCtices of the Epiſcopal Clergy,but 
alſo what they ſpoke and did in private; Neither did they 
ſearch only into their preſent behaviour, but alſo they made 
enquiry into the former Adtions of their Lives, and if they up. ; 
on' diligent ſcareh-made-any diſcovery of any little Blemiſh -0z 
Failure, though before forgotten, it was made a part of their 
Indictment. Mr. C. an old Man of eighty years at Ledy- Kirk, 
waslibelFd among other things for Drackoaneks alledging an 
inſtance fifteewor fixteon Years ago, who as heprov'd rhe'al- 
ledg'd Inftance'to be falſe, fo be faid-very well; that fecitip 4 
latter Inſtance-could not be'produc'd;'it did appear, thar he | 
was neither feandaloufly Drunken, nor guilty of the- Habit 
thereof. There was a form'd Deſign of diſgracing the Epiſco- 
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pal Clergy, and of :rendving- them infamous for Tamnorality 3 = 
but it will be muchfbr their advantage, thatafter exrneſt de 
ſires and endeavours to blacken them, there was little or no. 

thing made'vut agg them's When any real Scandals were 
found, they were loudly talked of, and publickly proclainrs, 
and laid-to-the charge of the whole Party, as if it were a mat- 


tervextraordingry to find fome' unworthy perſons among” fiite 
hundred or. a thouſynd::: The leaft:defefts of Behaviour were 
heightened and aggravated as if they had been groſs Crimes, 
_ and 'whar was no'fault was made one by a perverſe and finiſter 

Interpretation and- uncharitable Conſtruction. - When' more | 

heinous Crimes were! wanting, 'the Libek were ſtuff. 6d" 
_ Grelld With Anticley, which of theraſelves amounted tonothifgy — 


 (f1o-) . 


but accumulated together, 'wete by them look'd ipon and ſu- 


ſtained -as amounting to a 'great guilt. And when nothing 
could be deviſed againſt the- Miniſter himſelf, he was accuſed 
for his Elders and Pariſhioners, if: they could be tax'd for any. 
real or apparent Crimes; For then it was ſaid, that he propha- 
ned the Holy Ordinance of the Ldrds Supper, becauſe he was af- 
faſted by ſuch Elders, in the Adminiſtration of it; and that he 
_ admitted ſuch perſons, whereas yet neither the one nor the 0- 
ther were under Church Cenfure or legal Conviction. The Li- 
bels were generally ſo. frivolous' and impertinent that they 
ought to have been rejected with Scorn; -but whatever was of- 
 Yered-by the Bygots was admitted, and all care and caution 
_ usdnot'ta diſcourage them. 'The great Scandals of Mr.Coxper 
and Mr. Graham Miniſters at Dumfermline'were the admitting 
Perſons. promiſcuonſly to. the: Sacrament z the profaning the Lords 
Day i= ſuffering people; to bring in Kail, and fan Barly. for the 
Pot that day; and by allowing. their Children to play with others, 
though they were very much under that.age, which .evenin 
the opinion of Jewi/þ Doftors was obliged: to the ſtrict obſer- 
vation of the Sabbaoth,. Another Miniſter was deſign'dito-be li- 
belled for plucking a few. Peaſe oy Sunday ; but that being ſo 
parallel: to the-caſe of the:Diſciples; which our Saviour defend- 
ed, it wasnot permitted tobe made uſe of, One was accuſed 
becauſe he ſometimes Whiſiled ;*- And another. becanſe one 
time playing:at Bowls, . he broke an- iimmocent Jef, which none 
could have conſtrued Prophant ,:; but: tbey who :were. im- 
—_— GE. Eero 
It any had at any time -publickly or privately: expreſ#d any 
_ Zeal for Epilcopacy, or reflected on the 'Covenant, and the 
Principles and Practices of the Presbyterians, who now always 
aſſume the names of the Godly, and- the: peculiar. people of God, 
or if it could have been alledged,- that they: had any ways, tho 
never ſo indiredly,or even-in obedience to the Magiltrate, been. 
the occaſion of any trouble or uneaſineſs 'to them ,. this was 
neyer-omittedz but was ſure to be made. a main Article of their 
Libel. Thus Mr. Crawford (the old Gentleman mentioned be- 
fore) was acculed for calling the Covenant « Band of we a 
_ —_ 


LT. 4.4 » EE. 
lion. _ Mr. Heriot, Miniſter at. Dalkeith was libelled, as calling - 
Monmouth and Argyle Rebels and Traitors, becauſe he read the. *. . | 
Proclamation ſet forth againſt them, and' which was appointed 
to be:read in Churches * by the Kingand Council, And a cer- * 4+ th 
tain Great Man was ſo picqu's 'at him upon:this acgount, that end of 
ze. would neithec hear his Defences againſt the other Articles, v 
of the Libel, nor yet interpoſe his Authority (which was then Inform 
the higheſt in the State ) for keeping him; 1n the .Exeroiſe of 7,72 
liniſtry, though it was deſired-|by the Generality,and the yerioe | 


5 
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do ſo for the overthrow; of Prelacy,;unteſs he either a&ed the 1 
 Hypocrite, or was convinced that Presbytery was the greater - | 
Bleſling, and : the mare. Ancient, and Apoſtolical Governmentz 
which he never yet ſaw made out. Mr, Graham: (whom I men- +; 
tioned before) had in his Libel.imputed to him, thetaking the * * 
Oaths of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience, which, they 
ſaid, ſhewed him incorrigibly Epiſcopal. Mr, Coaper had.added . . 
to his Libel. his taking the Oath of the Teſt. Mr, Johnſtone of 
Salin was accuſed for being too much affeed to the Epiſco- 

pal Government, and for recommending ſuperſtnious and er. 

roneous Books to the people, as they were pleag'd to call the © 
Whole Duty Man, which was expreſly mentioned. Another 
_ -Mr. Johnſtone Miniſter of Burnt Iſland was libell'd, for converf> ' -. 
ing with ſome perſons whom oy alledg'd to be no Friends to | 


/# \3 


he | 


| © es 
the Goveramnt either of Church, or'State z and for uſing the 
Daxology, &c. which, es. eould only: refer to the Creed and 
Lords Prayer. The Miniſter of 4bbots- Hut was accuſed for 
negleQing the Catechiſm of the Weltminſter Dzones, and uſing 


that which was firſt ſet forth by the Synod of rao and 
_ afterwards enlarged by the Reverend and pious Bilhop Scowpal « 
The Catechiſm ( I muſt tell you ) is as well as the Whole Duty 
of Man much fpoken again, and ſeverely condemn'd as errone- 
. ous; but whatare the particalar-Errours of it which make it {6 
dangerous, I could never earn, nor do I-believe you conld - 
gueſs them, except they were told you. EO ps 
By theſe Inſtances you may underſtand the Nature of our Pres- 
byterian Libels; | forbzar to give you more, becauſe I fuppgſe 
there will bea ColleRion of them publiſhed : But you muſt know 
that:they would never pive any of the Epiſcopal Clergy. the 
titte of Minſter, but only that of [ncumbent. Mr.Graham com- 
plain'd of this, 'and demanded a Reaſon, who was told by way 
of Anſwer by one that preach'd at Þ»erkeithing that there were 
-notrue Miniſters but Presbyterian Miniſters 5 And-as they. de- 
nied them the Title of Mr#ifters ; fo ro take away their right 
to- their refpeftive Pariſhes, one Article of their Libel was; 
Their entring 'by Prefentation from a Patron, and by Ordina- 
tion, Collation, and Inſtitation of the Biſhop, contrary. to the 
Word of God ; The C6tiſtitirtion'of this Church, A&$ of AC 
_ ſemblies,and the Lands ſolemn-Engagements. When the lead- 
ing Men of thatParty were upbraided for making Epiſcopal Or- 
dinationa groundof a Libel; They excus'd themſelves and laid 
the blame of it upon the people; but in this they ſhewed their 
Hypocrifie and deceitful Dealing. For it was'well known that 
the Presbyterian Miniſters werealways conſulted in the form- 
ing of the Libels, and many of them were drawn up by them- 
ſelves, and that all them were every where of the fame (ſtrain, 
which makes it evident that it was a concerted bufineſs among. 
them, to beget in the peoples minds an averfton to Epiſcopal 
Minilters,as not true Minifters, nor entring in at the right door ; 
though they were alſo carefal: to foift in fome other thing to 
excuſe their Cenfures with the more judicious, who could not 
be fo caltly deluded and impofed upon. Ag 


” 
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_ As the Articles of the Libels were for the moſt part frivolbus- 
and impertinent, ſo the manner of their proceſs was neither le- 
al nor reaſonable ; for feldom did they let the Miniſter accu- 
ed know his Accuſer, and ſo he miglit have been made a Wit. 
nels againſt him, which is contrary to the Laws of all Nations: 
Befide, they always received the Libel, and: ſuſtained the vali- 
dity of it, before he was heard, and not regarding what: De- 
fences might be opponed, caufed him to be cited to-hear and 
ſee himſelf depoſed : Nor was he ſuffered to be prefent at the 
_ examination of the Witneſſes; butin many places, if not every- 
Where, the Witnefles were allowed to be preſent alf together , 
when they gave in their Evidence : By the Civil and Canon: 
Law, and the reaſonable practiſe of all Nations, they who bear 
Hatred, Malice, or have difcovered any Prejudice againſt the 
accufed, cannot witneſs in Judgment againſt him3' but this was. 
wholly negle&ed ard paſt by, and the molt avowed, profeſt, 
and open Enernies received as Witneſſes, and fuch alfoatflowed: 
to fit as Judges. Thus Mr. Calderwood a profelt, and bitter E- 
nemy of Mr. Heriot Miniſter of Dalkez#b, who was the chief'if 
not the only Informer againſt him, ſat and judged him: m-the 
Presbytevy inthe quality of a Ruling Elder 3 And when the faid: 
Mr. Herzot defired that he might be removed, it was utterly re- 


appeared before the ſame Presbytery at Dalhenth, he'objetted as 
_ gainft fome of the Witneſſes as carrying Heart-Malice and i}: 
Will towards hin; they having ſomerime beforeaſfaulted hiny 
m the Pulpit with Swords and Staves, and taking him by the 
Throat, had gone near to have ſtrangled him, 1f he had:not got- 
prefent Relief; therefore (faid he) they ought not to be allow-.. 
ed as Witneſſes again(t me, for they that did ſo, what will they: 
not do to- procure'my ruin? Upon which the very Reverend 
.and Worthy Matthew Selkirk, who is now ſerled. Miniſter at 

Crighton,roſe up and ſpoke ro the Moderator.; That if theſe Men 
_ bad done ſo out of Malice and perſonal P: ejudice; they onght 'nok 
to be received as Vitneſſes 3 but if they had done it for the Glory; 


oofition ſeemed to prove the Libel, gr any Ar- 
_— -: 


So ay, " % S R L Y 
4 b « 
k 
> .. C pu 
o hw ® pg , ir C5 
__ 
. - 
_ - 
” 6 . %* 
; * 


-\ 


—_ "Py 


faſed him; Sov when Mr. George Puroes Miniſter at Gleneorſe- © 


of Gvd, he ſaw no reaſon why they night not be admitted. If one. ' © || 


(3 
Ticle of it, though the other did exculpate the Miniſter or exte» 
-nuate his fault, the firſt was marked, and the other left out ; 
$01 was told of one who is fince dead,who was accuſed for ſay- 
ing, that Women wanted Souls; The Witneſs declar'd he had 
heard: him ſay ſo, but that he only deliver'd as the Opinion of f 
another, and yet upon this the Article was look*d upon as pro- | 
ved : When the Witneſſes cleared the Miniſter or aflerted his 
Innocence, they were diſmiſs'd as knowing nothing of the Mat- 
ter; but ſuch were greatly encouraged and cheriſhed as ſhew- 
ed themſelves earneſt and forward to diveſt him of the Chara- 
Cter of a faithful, pious and upright Paſtor : And when they paſ- 

{ed the Sentence of Suſpention or Depoſition againſt any, at 
the intimation: of it, from the Pulpit 1n his own Church , the 
whole Libel was read, though ſeveral of the Articles. were fo 


{ irivolous and trivial as not cenſurable by Law, and others of 

|  themthat contained Matter of Scandal were no way proved. 

i As for the Epiſcopal Clergy, ſome of them difown'd their F 
| Authority, and would not appear; Others appeared, and gave q 
1118 in their Defences; and fome perceiving the Partiality of the # 
Fil particular Presbyteries appeal'd to the next General Aſſembly, i 
Bling Hoping to meet with greater Moderation there, or at leaſt-thar x 
18 "before that time the Civil Government would put a ſtop to þ 
4 © thefe rigid and unreaſonable proceedings. Thus matters went : 


4H! till the-fatting of the. Aﬀembly, and” by theſe proceedings the 
Ii Presbyterians not only encreas'd the prejudices of-thoſe who 
differed from them, but they alſo diſguſted many of their 
Friends. The Presbyterians you know were much inferiour to 
the Epiſcopal Party in number, quality, learning or good Senſe z 
_ and I affure you, that now they have loſt much even of that 
. Intereſt which they had in this Nation, many who thought well 
of them while they were kept under, are now aſhamed of them, 
and have deſerted them: I am told that many (even 1n the 
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Wl  #eft ) abominate them: It 1s moſt certain that in other places 
Il! of the Kingdom, they are fear'd and dreaded as a Plague'to' 
"Wt Mankind, juſt as the Jeſ#zts are. 


Wi When the time of the Afembly drew near, the ſeveral 
Presbyteries ſet about the chufing Commiltioners for it , and 
Mo things 
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things were ſo laid, that 


Presbytery 2 


"X.2807. —— _ 
the .moſt bigotted and” hot-headed 
were generally chofen, and thoſe of a more moderate Temper 
put by. If there had been any reſpeCt to the qualifications of 
Men, none in that part of the Country he lived in would have 
been preferr'd to Honeſt Dr. Zaray; but becaule.heretoforg he 


had kept correſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, and fill. 


preſt Moderation towards them, he was excluded: In likeman- 
net Mr. Alexander Pitcairn of Dron was put by, becauſeof his 
carriage at the laſt General Meeting, though he is ſaid to haye 
more Learning than the moſt of them'z and there were Hut 
three others in the Presbytery with him, and none ot them, of + 


theſe o)d men to whom the Government of the Churchwwas 
entruſted by the late A of Parliament : He indeed came to 


the Aſſembly, ſat in it, and interpoſed his Judgment, but was 


no Member of it,and ſo conſequently had no Votre. When theſe 


Meaſures were perceived, it was concluded, That Mr. George 
Carpbel (hould be alſo ſhuffled out of the Aſſembly 3. but that 

would have made theirdeſigns too.apparent,there beingnoneof 
bis Presbytery whom they could bring in Competition with him, - 
as alſo. they had not much reaſon to. fear any Oppoſition from 
him becauſe of. his modeſty and quietneſs, which makes him. 
averſe to Conteſts and Jangling. He hath indeed the Chara- 
Qer of a learned, good, and diſcreet Man; and by his Modera- 
tion at firſt he did very much diſpleaſe his Brethren, -which (as 
I am-informed, but am loth to believe ) .hath obliged him for: 
removing their Jealouſies. to expreſs himſelf of late more (ever- © 

ly againſt the Epiſcopal Party than he us'd to do formerly. As. 


for Lay-Commiſſioners, ſuch were. pick'd out as either were. _ | 


moſt bygottedly affe&ed to their Intereſts, or whom, they de: 


fird and defign'd to.make faſt Friends to their Party. _ In. the. 


f Churnfide the Laird of —was choſen, andiin Dunſe. 
the Competition lay betwixt the Laird of Lanton and M. the 
laſt was like to have carried it, but ſome one ſuggeſted .to the. 
Moderator, thatit would very much refle&t upon'them to h 


ave- 


both the Commiſſioners for the Merſe ſtain'd with the Scandal. 
of Adultery,z, upon. which the Commiſſion was giv'nto Lentor,, 
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_ obliged, 


« 
* 


and the other was, put by, whom ,yet they would fain have: 


( 16 ) FITS 
obliged, he being one who has at preſent a conſiderable place 
in the Kmgdom, 
The K7zg you know ought to have a Commiſſioner at every 
Afﬀembly,to ſee that Aﬀairs of State be not medled with by the 
Brethren, who indeed ftil] retain the firong Inclinations, which - 
they as well as the Church of Roxe have always ſhewed to 
-meddle with them, pretending they only do this in ordine. ad 
ſpiritnalia, Every one look'd that the Earl of Crawford ſhould 
have been the perſon, whom the King fhould have honoured 
with that Employment, and his Lordftip himfelf rejoyced in 
expeCationof it : But ( to the ſurprizal of all) ſome few days 
before the Aſſembly ſat, a Commiſſion came down for My 
Lord Carmichael, which made the zealous Brethren hang down 
their Ears: And My Lord Crawford gave an Indication of his 
fecret Grudg at the diſappointment, by his entertaining every 
body who came to ſee him with Proteſtations,; that he did not 
ire it,and with Reaſons and Excufes why he would not have 
accepted of it, if it had been offered to him: But we may 
_ ſufpett that his Lordſhip would not have refuſed tt, ſee- 
Ing he frequented the Aﬀembly, and officioufly meddled in all 


+. theConcerns of it, even before he was made aMember; and 


_ Upon Carmichael's advancement,there were Letters immediately 
diſpatched to procure a Commiſſion for his Lordfhip from ſome 
Burgh or'other, becauſe a Commiſſion from a Presbytery had 
* beennegle&ed, upon an expeRation that his Lordflip ſhould 
have repreſented the King himſelf in the Aſſembly : HisLord- 
hip was ſo humble, that having mifs'd of the higheft Station, 
he would rather ſerve in the meaneft, than not have an hand in 
advancing the good Cauſe; or be deprived of the occaſion of 
perfefting what. he had fo zealonfly begun : -He had indeed 
_ merited the higheſt Honour in the Kirk, 


, but alt except:thevery 
Bygots of that ſide approved the King's Chotee as bet and 
wiſeſt for himfelf, and the Intereſt of the State. ' For My Lord 
Carmichael was look'd upon as a Man of good Senſe; and he 
had lately giv'ti proofs of his Difcretionand moderate Femper, 
at the Vikiah n of the Colledg of Glaſgow 3 whereas My 
Lord Crawford kept within no bounds of Moderation at the 

RF | Viſitation 


DE T_T ——— 
Viſitation of the Univerſity of S. Azdrews, and was much ta- 
ken notice of for his rough Uſage of the Maſters, particular- 
ly the Reverend old Dr. Weemſe Dean of 'S. Ardrewes, and 
Principle of S. Leonard's College, who had been a Maſter in 
the ſaid Univerſity for the. ſpace of 45. years, under whom 
My Lord Crawford ſtudied Philoſophy, and to whom he was 
then particularly obliged 3 the Dr. had alſo been a zealous 
Aſſertor of the Proteltant Religion, and defign'd to have made _ 
the Univerſity his Heir 3 notwithſtanding all which, My Lord - 
would not ſuffer him to have the favour {of a Seat, when he _. 
attended that. Viſitation, and when the- honeſt Gentleman's 
Age and Infirmity obliged him to reſt himſelf on the ſtep of 
a Stair in the room, becauſe other Conveniency was deny'd 
him ; his Lordſhip ſent an Officer and raiſed him; fach Rough. 
neſs and: Incivility you may think incredible, but Thad it from. : 
the old Gentleman himſelt; of the which, with all other Parti- 
 culars of that Viſitation, as alſo of the Viſitation of the other 
Colleges, I am told thatthe World may expeCt a full Account, - 
But to return from whence my reſpe& to my Lord Crawford 
___: > PE 7s 3 ob a 
All the Members of the Aſſembly. being duly couven'd'ion 
the appointed day, vis. the 16th. of OGober, they went-to the 
High Church where Mr. Gabriel (unnizghawe Moderator of the 
2 laſt General Meeting did preach on S. John 2. 17. And bis Dif-- 
=> Ciples remembred that it was written, the Zeal of thine Houſe hath 
| eaten me xp. In which the old man gave a greater Proof of his 
Memory than his Judgment, for the ſame Sermon had been 
preach'd on the fame Text by Mr. Oliver Bowliz, ax. 1643.be - 
fore theLords and Commons aſſembled in' Parliament at Lord. - 
I have ſeen the-'printed Sermon compared with the Notes of 
what waspreach'd, and 1 affure you Mr. Gabriel made an-ex- 
at Repetition, and followed his Authour verbatize ſo: far as 
was fit for his purpoſe, only he left out ſome things in-the 
Cloſe -of Mr. Bowls Sermon, and added ſome bitter Refleai, 
ONS. on the Epiſcopal Party. ETC IEEE TIT 
There was a Parallel carried on betwixt Presbytery and 
that Miracle of our Saviour in wappng the Buyers and Sel» 
| : |  Ters 
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trick Simon preached, on 3. Zach, 7, Thus ſaith the Lord o 
| Carts, and I will give the Places to walk among theſe that ſtand 


noon had been, for it was Presbyterian Stuff. courſe enough. * 


King's Commiſhoner, and deſired that his Commiſſion might 
be ſeen and read. The Commiſſioner having produc'd his Com- 
miflon, he defired that every one might alfo ſhew'theirs; Which | 
-occafioned a'confuſed Jangling for ſome time. The next thing —@ | 
they fell upon was the chuſing of the Moderator, for Mr. Ga- 


Mr. Gilbert Rule, who formerly paſs'd. under the name of 
| he was lately inſtalled Principal, in the room of the reverend 


| but preſſeth the Presbyterian Government as of Divine Inftitu- 


> Y 


"CW J 
Jers out of the Temple ; the ſetting up Presbytery at this time 
was compared to the Work of the Reformation, and was made 
a more wonderful: and ſignal A& of Providence. The Epiſcopal 
Party were called formal and nominal Proteſtants, who profeſſmg 
to retain the Fundamentals, did pervert and corrupt the very Do. 
Arine- and all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, The Presbyteri- | 
ans you know can never have their fill of Preaching, and there- 
fore a ſingle Serman was not thought ſufficient to open their 

Aſſembly, but they returned in the, Afternoon, where Mr, Pa- 
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Hoſts, if thou wilt walk in my. Ways, and if thou wilt keep my 
Charge, then thou ſhalt alſo judg mmy Houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep my 


bj, When his Matter and. Expreſfion were confidered, no 
body thought his Sermon was borrowed as that in the-fore- 


He afcribed to their Meeting a Supremacy abſolute and im- 
2 oo OO DE 

[After both Sermons they: went to the Place appointed for 
the Aſſembly; Mr, Gabriel Cunninghame opened the Meet- 
ing with a Prayer, after which he made a Complement ta the 


briel could no longer preſide, it being againſt their Principles 
to allow a conſtant Moderator. : For Perſons were in Nomi- 
nation, the firſt was Mr. Geerge Campbel Miniſter at Drumfries , 
whoſe Chara@er I have given you before 3 the next was 


Dr. Rule becauſe of his praQiſing Medicine 3. he ſat in the Afſ- 
etably as Commiſſioner from the Colledg at Edinburgh, where 


and learned Dr. Moxyro, In the-laſt times of Presbytery he 
was an Independent, but now he ſeems to own no ſuch thing, 


tion : 


<d Vith'F 


Biſhop M pachet of Aberdeen would by no meansallow 3.ſo th 
they Both ran a riſque of being depriv bs "But; 


"THY 


tion : Hei is of great Authority among his liParty, and is reckon- 

ed by them a learned and judicious man; but firſt he ſeems. 

not to have the Latine Tongue, for he oft woundeth Priſciar, 
and hath ſolittle Command of that Language, that he date nor 
extend his Prayers before the Students above two or three 
Sentences, which when obſerved made one wiſh that all the. 
Presbyterians were obliged to pray in Latin, and then they 
would not be fo tedious, nor vent ſo'much Nonſenſe in their 
Prayers, as moſt of them now uſe to do : Again, the things he 
hath publiſhed diſcover no ſmall Igrorarice; witneſs, his ſilly 
Gloſs on that Expreſſion of $. Jerome 3 Quid facit Epiſcopus, ex- 
cept4 Ordinatione, quod Presbyter non faciat :'Where he maketh 
Ordinatio to be the ordering of the Meetings of the Clergy. 
* He alſo publiſhed a Pamphlet, wherein he 


repreſented the Principles and Prattices of ,* This Expoſitimof + - 


the Fathers Word 
Presbyteriansz which 1s a very weak and ,,,5,7;,:: 1 "gu 


empty Paper fall of ContradiQtions, where- of his pretended An- 
in the Scripture is groſly wrefted, and Umedinadin Fo 
wherein ſeveral things are obtruded as cer- paration, —_—_ og _ 
tain and of great Importance, which have ; 
no Foundation either in Scripture, Reaſon, or Antiquity. -4 
As by this it appears that his Learning is not great, though -} 
he hath had the Boldneſs to enter the liſts with Dr.  Stillingfleet, . 
fo he. hath often in his Sermons ved "bin bitterly" pak -” 
the Epiſcopal Party. | 
* A third Perſon was Mr, Meldrum once Miniſter at Aberdle * 
but who hath preach” d at a Meeting- -Houſe in the Weſte Ever. | 
ſince the Indulgence oranted by King James, , He Indeed Ki 
crea the, lin in times-of Presbytery , but: "he aſo 
ch, acy when it was reſtored. He at firl} t 
ther with' Mr. obu Menzies Profeſſor of Divinity at. priG een, 
did heſitate upon the Oath of. Cationical Obediancez.. which 


fterwards pp- : 
ona Conference at S. Andrews withithe Afrchbiſfi ENS 7 Fe Wade mer 


who it ſeems dealt ſomewhat ſmoothly with 0:g they: both _ 
fubſcribed the Oath of Canonical Obedience, and Were fent -.! 


= ou "back. 


I - 
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_ the Biſhop ordained, and fo far deſerted the'Princip! 


that he carried him 


a : A ab * . , Ry B 4 oh "v A. x ? o 
by : % ; « 
R hag” 
\ . k 

- = 

| : 

- ” 
N 0) | ; 

: . : » 


back to the Biſhop of Aberdeen with recommendatory Letters 


from the Primate; upon which they were admitted to their 
Places, which the one kept till his Death, -and the other .cill 
the Oath of the Teft. Iam told that Mr. Meldram denies the 
matter of Fa&t, and will not acknowledg that ever he took 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience, but the thing is too noto- 
rious to be denyed ; for as the Primate of S. 4»drews afſur'd 
the Bithop of Aberdeex of it by a Letter under his hand, of 
which Mr. Mel4ran himſelf was the Bearer 3 ſo the: Biſhop 
of Aberdeey to make their Compliance as publick and exem- 
plary as he thought their demurring and refuſal had been 


ſcandalous, before he remitted them to the Exerciſe of their 
. Miniſtry, cauſed a publick Intimation of their Subſcription to 


be made. in the od Church of new Aberdees, which Intima- 
tion was made by Dr. Keith afterwards Profeſſor of Divinity 

at Edinburgh, which certainly would not have been done, if 
the matter of Fat had not been certain : -Eſpecially if it be 
can{ider'd that they themſelyes, tho preſent, did not offer to 
contradict 'it, When this rigorous Proceeding, of the Biſhops 


_ againſt them was in ordinary Diſcourſe complained of, he de- 


fended himſelt by an 0/d Scotch Proverb, which is, That a fid- 
ging Mare ſhould be well girded : And it has been told me the 


 Subſeriptions both of Mr. Menzies and Mr, Meldrums are (till 


extant.. - However Mr, Meldrum payed true Canonical Obedi- 
ence, as,much as any other Miniſter, to the Biſhop-of Aberdeer, 
and lived in particular Friendſhip with Biſhop Scowgal, who 
Tacceeded in that See: he frequented the Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, ſubmitted to, their Acts, and aſliſted ſeveral times when 
? DUNQP C , del: 1e Principles of the 
Covenant ahd ur Scottiſh Presbiteryans , that he ſwore. and 
1ſabfcribed the Declaration, when he-was admitted Recor of 
the Mariſhal Gollige of Hertes, It cannot be demed- but 
that Te- carried himlelt. well, and gained the good Opinion of 
aff, While he'kept his Place, and . after he kk for 
not taking the” Teſt, he did not deſert the Church, nor re- 
nounce Communion with the Epiſcopal Party, until the time 
that King James diſcharged the taking of Oaths, and-ſuſpend- 
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it was plainly Forctold by « Perſon of Quality and great Worth, 


ceived a part of the 'Price of his Blood; - as is commonly re- 


| &. D267 . 

ed the Laws which enafted them, and then becauſe he way- 
not permitted to'return to the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry at Aber- 
deex, tho he was allowed to go any where. elſe; he-became ſo - 
picqu'd and offended at the Biſhops, whom*he appfehended 
were the Cauſe thereof, that* he'prelently ftrack tf withithe 
Presbyterians, 'and either to make{his Change appear the more 
fincere, 'or'becauſe he had really alter'd his Judgment and the 
Principles he formerly profeſs'd, .he hath broke'of-all corre- 
ſpondenice with the Epiſcopal Party; liough ſome of them Were 
his-moſt intimate” Acquanitance, 'and'as Occaſion offer'd vents 
ed'hirmfelf as bitterly and ſeverely againſt them, as any Pres- 
byterian whatſoever. 'And when he was laſt at Aberdeen, tho 
he 'was\kindly' ind -civilly-invited by his old Colleagues to 
take: their? PaIpit; yet he would never preach'for'them, . nor 
ſo much'as hear theny3 but" chdſe rather to:gb-preach in the 
Meeting-Hotiſe, whete he exhorted the Peopte to Thankful- 
neſs for the deliverance of the Land from Prelvey, and tobe -} 
earneſt/if\ 'their/ Prayers that it niightnever return again. Ia 
him we have an apparent Inſtance; haw great a Temptation 
even to a judicious Man Picque and Intereſt and Popularity 
do oftentimes prove. At firſt he pretended that he would 
only attempt to reclaim the deluded People of the Weft from 
ther Errors and Extravagancies, 'who (he faid) had been loſt 


F . 
- - - 


for want of good and knowing Miniſters. amoneft theim ; but 


that it would:appear he could not work upon them, but that 
they would tnſnare him, and bring him over to all their Foole- 
"Ee VT a hr a 7 
; - Thefoutrth and laſt Perfon was one Mr. Hugh Kennedy, who 


is uſaally called Fither Kennedy by the Phanaticks here, and. 


by others Bitter -Beard:; he is of a little Stature, but ſuchia 
one as has made a great Buſtle in his time 3 he was a Ring« 
leader of the Remonſtrator-Party, and.-with- the Scottiſh Ar- 
my at Newcaſtle, when they delivered up King Charles I. and re- 


ported fix thouſand Marks. In the Year 1660 he was depo- 
fed by a Synod of Presbyterians for ſeveral Crimes 3. eſpecial= : 
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1y for beivg a Firebrand among his Brethren, and for 'a Book 
eftituled The Cauſes of Gods Wrath upon Scotland, which Sen. 
- rence of Depoſition was never taken off, till the laſt day but 
one of this Aſſembly, -as you;ſhall hear afterwards. ., 


iTheſe were-the four: Perſons nominated to,prefjide inthe AC. 
ſembly; when it-came tothe Vote, Mr. Gert Ryle had four 
or five; Mr. Geo, Meldrum ones | Mr. George-Campbel forty 
eightz 'butthg; moſt: were in favour .of Mr.' Hugh Kennedy, 
and ſo:the Chair, whs:atlign'd to; him; whp.-came ſhort. of the 
reſt -in Learning, -yet ſurpaſſed-them :in-Sybtilty-and Malice; 
Having choſen a Moderator, the next thing ,requifite was”a 
Clerk, they appointed Mr. Jobs Spulding, who had been Clerk 
to the General! Meeting, to officiate ;kathe interim ;till, they 


- bly, for there-were ſo many Competitors for the -Clerkſhip, 


and each of them-had ſach Intereſt by their Friends in-the Aſ 
ſembly, that they durſt never put it-tg_the hazard:of a. Vote, 
for fear of dividing the: Afﬀſemply.z/ the-Competitors were as 
we heard, Merſmgton, Corjrigge, two Lords of the Seffion ; 
Park Hay, the famous Fames Stewart, and one Kerr. 

_ In this Aſſembly there was an hundred and eighty Perſons, 
Clergy and Laity, There were no Commiſſioners from the 
Shires of Argus, Mergs, Aberdeen, or any of the more Nor- 
thern Parts of the Kingdom 3 and even ſeveral Places. on the 
North fide of 7, ay had-none 5 only here and there 1n-A Corner, 
where the Presbyterians had ſeated thernſelves,” and.aflumed 


- . the name of a Presbytery, there were one or two choſen and 


Commiſſionated to repreſent them in. the Aſſembly. None 
of the Unverſities-or Colleges had any Kepreſentativgs-wtere, 
{0 that this was no more a General Aſſembly of the. Church 
of Scotland, than that of Trezt can be called a General Coun- 
cil of the Catholick Church 3 nor did any other Spirit rule in 


| the one than what prevailed in the other, I mean. a-Spirit of 


_ FaGtion, Intereſt and:;Prejudice, as will appear by-the Con- 
ſideration-of their Proceedings, though there were Prayers e- 
nough put up for another Spirit, 3f they had been diſpoſed 
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buſineſs, as when he had reſolved t Þþ 


for Decency ſake. 
The next day they met; — ooly heard the King” : ; Letter- == 


read, and appointedſome Perfonisto draw-up a Anſwer. We 


| of them has been as yet publiſhed, beeauſe, as is ſu ppoſed; 


| "iy . | 
The Presbyterians of Scotlard haye always conteſted with 
Kings about the Power of calling, alljonrning and diſſolving Aſ-. 
ſemblies. They. pretend. to an intrinfick Power in themſelves - 
;in this matter, to, which''(as: Mr. Rule \ays i ms Repreſenta-. 
that of the Mipiſtra te is WnWlative, and not pri- 
he adjuſting 'of this Matter Wrefors was the firft 
Difficulty broug "4 before the Moderator, and no ſmall Tryal : 
of his Skill ; for as in the one.hand they had all the "be 
in the. World to complement ard gratify- the King; fo on the 
other it is well known the*Pres yterratns are Very tenacious -- 
of their pretended Rights, 'and' very jealous of Encroachments ” 
upon them, which makes them cautious of piving Precedents. 
Now this Difficulty he reſolved thus," 'he ſuffered the Com- 


miſſioner to appoint the time'df their Meeting, and without 
taking notice of what the Commiſſioner had done, he hitnſclf 


adjourned rhem to the-ſarne time; ſometimes allo to comple- 


ment the Commiſſioner -be would ſo: cunningly ſmooth” the 
on the time of their Meet- 
Ing, he would fifft ask-the. Commiſſioner if his Grace could. 
attend them at Tos ach #tRIE, 'and'then- adjourn tothe faid time'; 
ſo they always agreed abvitt he ht o theirs Meetings, and: 
by this means. the Debite betwixt them and the King was wa-. 
*_ and never decided. There happened a pleaſant Paſſage 
to this Purj oſe;. hich? miſt'not omit; Mr. Gabri Cunning- 
hamt 'prefic Ing « DN "3n the abſence' of the ordinary Mode: 
rator, he asked Np Commillionte what ſhould be.the:next 
time of their Meeting 3 3 but whether it was out of Forgetfulneſs = 


that he did fo or not; he corre&ted himſelf in his Prayer, For 


he began with an icknowleds oment of Chriſt Jeſus bores ſupreme 


Head and Governonr of the Chliirth, and then faid/thele Words, 


T hou knoneſt, 0: Lord, that whleht 1 we bon” "any other,” it -is only FÞ 


expected to have ſeen both in' ' Print, as is-uſusl, but neither 


taere was ſomething in the Kings Letter a little- checking, * 
a 
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which they would not ;have every one to know, viz, That 
he favourea their Government, becanſe he was made to underſtand 

. it was moſt agreeable t9\ the Inclinatiqans of the-People;. that he 
wonld have them very. moderate. in their Proceedings, and do n9- 


>. 
| | T%# | 


thing which might. diſpleaſe their: negbbour..Church '; This laſt 


” 


' did not go down well. with them, for it troubled them to 

be made in any ways accountable to a Church, which in all 
their Diſcourſes they exclaimed againſt as ſuper/titions and 3do. 
latrous, and into which. they. are.deſignipg to introduce their 
plorious Reformation. : Neither was the firſt very acceptable, 
E if the Inclinations of the. People were the Motive of ſet- 
| ng up Presbyterian Government, when it ſhould (| as it very 
eafily might) be repreſented, that the Inclinations of the Peo- 
ple were againſt Presbytery, and the Spirit and ractice Pof the 
preſent Presbyterians, -his Majeſty might be moved to remove 
mt - this, and ſet.up another Government. - :Therefore in their An- 
NE * {wer they aſſerted that their Government was not only ſute- 
Mil able to the Tnc)inations.gf:the Pgaple, -but alſo moſt agreeable 
to the Word of God, and that; this gt not be looked upon 
merely.as the: Flouriſh, of an Epilifeg they defign'd to back it 
with the Authority of an A&.; which ſhould declare their 
Government both of Divine Right, and alſo the true Legal Go. 
vernment of this Church, which they pretended had-never | 
faffered any Alteration, cxcept.in time of Ulurpatian, Tyran- + | 
ny and great Oppreſhon- But the. Commiſſioner apprehend! | 
ing the C 


nſequences of ſuch an A; thought it not fit to 


let the ſame pals, without Adyice from Court; and therefore 
| deſired a Copy of it to {end.to. the King his Maſter, who it 


ſeems did not;approve of it:. Faris never more appeared here, 
at which the 'Brethren have not a little. murmured, And if 
it had paſſed, as it would not have contributed much to the 
Eftabhiſhment of their Gavernment, it being the Aft of ſo-in- 
conſiderable an Aſſembly z.ſo it would only have diſcovered 
their Ignorance; Falthood and Ippugence: For it is clear from 
our Hiſtories (as was declared 1n a late Diſcourte) that Pres- 
 bytery heretofore was never ſetled but in times of Rebellion; 
and what Enemies our Scottiſh Presbyterians have been always 
to 


| and; how mock og were wort toe encourage: Ke 


” 


x10 | ; James VI. has:from his Expe ACLICC - EINE LIFELED® 
- declared, in his Baſ)icor. Doron, where he _ ins his Son 
againſt them. as the moſt barbarous, treacherous:and-peniith- 
ous ſort -of People, whoate lefs ta: be truſted: than: the ik 7M 
Borderers, or the wildeſt unecivilized Highlanders: 'The: \rgn- 
ment alſo; which Sir James Montgomery of Sklmirlh uſed for 
Precbjrcryin the Parliament, ſhews how much it favours Ma- 
narchy:;;and: Kingly- Power, which was: this; That! 1t:-was the 
Peoples-omly Security againſt the Encroachmetit.ofKings, and 
2-proper iCurb to- reſtrain. their Inſolence. and Ettravagancyg 
And indeed. when they: are:encauraged, they fo reſtramither 
as- to make-them ſignify nathirig,;.as-appears, by their: Beha vi. 
our to King Faris VI. before he wentito Englavd,; and: x 
_ they- did -to.: King Charles 1. whom: they perſequted: and *. * 
purſted to: Death. As to: the Moderation whith his M lj J 
ſty required of: them , they promiſed with a. ſolewis: dtief + 
tion, that they would ſhew- all the Moderation that his Mos he 
could cates "which  when.copſidered. was-:nat dy \ 
Obligation on them 3 for if the ;King-uriderſhand them arywlity. 
his. ExpeCation will be. very (mall; oder 8 veoy 
rarely. to be found: among: Presbyterians. 9 neal 
It beingan old. Cuſtom of general: Aﬀerblics 40: caſe. the 
Miniſters of the Place where thayimect: rot _7 4, they: 
ordered this. day who ſhould-[preach he follpwing Sindnr; 
and when they. were appointing Preachers: fe eltatthe 
 Ehurches.and Meeting-Houſes in Edinburgh, - one wg'y + calls. 
' ſtood up.,. and. faid. ; - It Was fit to ſend: Miniſters. to. | FINS» 
the: Conformiſts/ Kirks 'too :- But the Moderator-perceivihg 
the Commiſſioner diſpleaſed atithe Propoſal, © replyed ;.-That 
they ſought none of their Help, and. they ſhould get as little. The: 
firſt that preached inthe High Church befiten the Commiſli-- 
oner, was Mr. Geo, Meldraw, whoſe Text was Philip.. 4. (Var. 
'The Sermon was framed to. pleaſe the various Humours, 7 
of- Men, and. to: recammend, himſelf to Perſons: of different; - . 
Tempers, for. the. general Drift of it ſeemed to; be far Mode. E 
r0gion, which. both the Court 20M all good diſcreet wo - 
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ealled for 3 yet be cantion'd it with ſuch Reftriftions and Ex- 

ceptions as that he mighe juſtifie bimſelf with the more ri- 

_ gid, and preyent their jealouſtes and fuſpicians of him: He 
who. preached the Sxnday following (if my Memory fail not) 
was: ane Hamilton, who was fomewhat fingular-in bisreckan- 
ing the Years during which we of this Nation have been de- 

_ prived-of the Goſpel ; for whereas the reft of the Presbyte- 
rians reckon but 28. vs. from the Reftaurationofthe Royal 
Family and Epiſcopacy, he ran.ten Vears:farther backward, 
and wade it 38, leaving People to gueſs bis: reaſon, and: 
when the Matter was enquired .into, it was found thar.he 
dated the want of the Goſpet from the Year 1652, becauſe 
Gince that time they never: had a General Aſſembly, and then 
t00-they were not ſuffered to fit, for the: Engliſh Governor 
here raifed them, becauſe they had no. Warrant from Cro»wet: 
and carried them out. furrounded with Guards to Bruntsfield- 
Einks, where he diſmiſſed chem with. a ſevere threatening, 
it avy three of them ſhould be found together. It would be- 

_ tedious to give you a particular account of all the: Sermons. 
waged weve preached here in the time of the Afſembly, bur: 

in: general 1 affare you they were very nauſcatiog to all. ra-. 


tional Perſons, for except one. or two preached-by Mr. Cay-: 
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fairs and\ Mr. Robert Wyllie, they were either miſerably flat 
and dult, op elle; full of bitter Zea} againſt the-EpiſcopalParty:; 
Inftead of the DoCtrins :2nd Duties of: Chriſtianity, the cx- 
cellency and-divine Inftitution of their Government was the- 
abject of their Difcourtes, and when they happened on. any 
neceſlary or weighty Point of Religion, they treated them in, 
tneh'a manner, as if they had'deſign'd to burleſque Religion, 
| and render it ridiculous, which gave a great advantage to. 
-. #heiſticaland profane Men: $0. it-is obſerved that Religion: | 
doth ſuffer more now by the ſetting up-of the Presbyterians, 
than it; did: or was like to-have ſuffer'd in this Nation by the 
Attempts of the Jefuits and other Papiſts a little while-ago ; for 
mt — then it fell out that People ſearch'd: and confidered the Points: 
"nl. of their Religion, and they that were ignorant of the Fruth. 
mm dif hclieved it, came to _undeſtand it, and. to. be con- 
Mi _ 4 vinced. 
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Wu cas "Tw) - dey 
vinced of i it; and were reſolved to be ſtedfalt in FI ds noe gf 
it, whereas nowthe Conteſt being about. Forms of Government, 
and Difcipline, which generally People look upon. as - mat- 
ters of lefſer moment, all enquiry into the important Point 
is laid aſide, and-ſceing there is fuch Hyp ocrilie and Igno- 
rance among theſe very Men who ſet up hedſelves for the 
peculiar People of God , and that hop who would he 
__ thought as it were inſpired, or at leaſt of Al others moſt aQ+ . 
| ed by the Spiric of God, are giilty of baſt-and_ tinwatthy | 
 AGions; this temps People to think all/Religion a; ſham _—_— 
cheat, ' © 57 
On Monday the twenty fifth they met at eight ; a . Ch ook 
of the Morning for Prayer anly, Some ſay eight, others:tar,. 
and ſome that eleven prayed ſucceſſively :. One told;tvn: be | 
ſtayed till five of them prayed, however. they vontinued tv | 
pray from eight to twelve. The ry: nar egan; afid whep 
he ended he named the perſon who ſhould : prey next; add e 
very ohe did the like till Dinner time: Ampbg others: who 
were defired to pray there Was. an old Mai who at fidſt deilin- 
ed its tending a odily inidifpoſition,. but When it was vated 
he ſhould pray, L-- fell toit, and prayed longer great, dea 
thay aty of the reſt. - This Exerciſe of long. ant continudd 
_ Prayer was render off thatit became preſently the talk of. he 
Town, and people had different Seritioents abort ;t 8 and: put 
various Conſtructions upon it : Jothe ſaid they were thde - 
what 'our Lotd condemned, S.: Matth.'6. crodrng aus 
their Prayere generally aro bat Babling and vain Repentior 
Others that they were inditating yebe” That 
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another defending; their Praftices as being moſt: agreeab 
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: ws 
ing more agreeable tothe mind of God, ſeeing it was deny 'd 


them after ſo many-Prayers. To this purpoſe one of them had a 


very remarkable Expreſſion.in his Prayer 3 for, having in com- 


_'pliance with the reſt put up ſome petitions for Moderation, at 


Ay FOES Jaſt he concludes with theſe words, Bur, © 
5 hae tes turnal ord! tobe free, it would be better tomake 
pomp LK ec a clean * ne This Week they appointed 
3.% © Committees for the feveral Affairs that were 
before them, which fat at their own convenience, and now and 
then they met in full Aﬀdembly, but they paſs'd away the time 


Y\ 
—O- 


- without-doing any thing confiderable, ſo that ſome began to 
.apply to them, Parturiunt Montes, &c. The Moderator laid the 


;blame. of it on the ill attendance'of the. Members of the Af. 
{mbly, and the flow Proccedings of 'the Committee 3 but 
the true reaſon was, That they were reſtrained by the Inſtru- 


| _ Mions ſent from Court, and the fears of encreafing the cla- 


mours atid prejudices of the Country, as alſo they were ſome- 
what:retarded by: the unskilfulnefs of their-Btethren' in 'ma- 


aging Affairs of this'Nature. The Old Men having for % 


xerice ; there were beſides ſome little differences! atnong 'the 


- 6 [i 


Brethren, tho the Moderator did all he*could to ſrmother 


- 


them; for when:there was. any;:appearance-'of the leaſt Far, 


he: referrgd the: matter which: was like to occaſion jt; back'to 


_ the Committee to beifurthes; confidered; and 'then-as 6n'alH 
other occafions in hisPrayer he.thanked God-for'the Ozeneſs 
| that was among them, For they endeavour'd: to make the 


World believe thit there" was great 'Harmony {in their Afſem- 
1 a:great dealiof Foridneſs and 


bly which. they talked iof voi 


_ Vanity, eſpecially: when the' Camervotain Party Joyn'd ithem- 


ſelves to them, tho-it may be juſtly ſaid'that matters were 


xather hudled, up betwixt them, than any trac-Union effect- 


ed, :and)if the cunning of the Moderator hal not 'preverited 


Perſons; that;appearidh for -the' Catneroniars,»uizi Mr: Shjels, 
and Mr..Liznen'gave 180 two Papers, one: of Overtures; 'and 


le to 


A As 
the-Praftices. of the tne: Preabyteriens; and: wipbraiding: the 
reſt as deſerting-and apoſjatizing.from them, which:rtlletec 
on all that fat there; /atid yet they: offered in :the-face:ofithe 
Afſembly'to make good and; juſtific the. fame. - At: firſt; thi 
"FN. Moderator checkt-: and ixebukid\them, . buf\perctiving -they- 
| would not ſubmiticthemſclugs, they were firſt ſent: out;:and 
then after ſome time call'd in again, and taken bythe harfd 
and deſired to ſit down-with the reft;: without entering up- 
on any debate. He-told:them upenttheir-ſecond'appearyince, 
that he knew-they meaned..well, and had done them fervies, 
and that they did-expet- good:fromthem,- tho at:firſt; he ſai. 
they were raſh young Men, ! who had :done much hart tothe - 
j Church. The Sunday following. both the Gameronians iac-: 

F - Reſtalridge, and: the other . Brethren .in_ the Pulpits. of the 
Town, preach'd-upon.: this Agreement: and Union :of the 
Parties. -. 'The latter gave God: thanks-for: it, and..the-former-- 
juſtified themſelves, and declared'that thereby they had'nei. | 
ther condemned their own -former Practices, .nor yet. ap» 


w# V% 


proved of 'the Corruptions that ;were; among their Brethren; ? 
The Cameronians.1n the Country cthaving-gat informationof-- 
this Uriion,. ſent {ome of: their number to:the:Alfferhbly: with, 5 
Aflembly, .but ſome of the Brethren' were: ſerit out'to.confer - | 


with them, who. received .thetr;Papers, and! giying.them,fai 
T hekly-producd, the Contents of them were notknownj} wil, © * 
| _ As:to-adie:Aﬀeair which came . before the Aſſembly,}-»he - 
A firſt thing. remarkakle; was-the Buſineſs of Mr. Gabriel Simple 
Words); battfromuhe.Peeple' of Jedbrrgh, and -alſo-from- 
thoſe of}- Ail/pairiokantd each of them petition'd:the Aﬀlmhbly: 
for him,1:becauſe:af-Spiritual- Sibxeſs and :Paſtoral - Relatiore. 
which they bad -to: him.s- Ati the ſame: time. there 'was:.an; Ad: - | 
dreſs xaaebfrom, no. leſs #han twelve Pariſhes in.Northumber-.. 7 
might. not be $aken: fi 70/4: them) he-baving taker C074 a[ſion. on: : 3 
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i fheniing that land. 3924. 0Der-OM16 whih Brian 
Thorns which would /%s .rax Scotland = Mr. Gabriel 
bd not weed them ont, that by Mr. Gabriel's care twelve Px- 
- +iſhes were well provided, which coulil not be ſo well Hone by aty 
ordinary Man; That he bad bien twenty four Tears anng them 
Talc was ſuf reient -fe 4 arg a Paſtoral Relation, Mr. Gilbers 
"ow ſeconded this Add pleaded for thoſe--of Nor- 
thamberland, that they might rok "the wa, Mr. Gabriel ; 
alledging, that it was Charity to plant the G fam England, 
and be declar'd thet be new hot only melee | Ky ſhes, but that 
_ for. fiſts Miles they wanted the' Word of Got; For (faid/he) 
_Setwixt Berwick and New-Caftle there was leſs praffice of 
Piety, than amongſt Papiſts, or Heathens, and therefore it was 
#10 ſend Miniſters among theav, be contladed bis Dijcovrſe thus, 
That [as we onthe to plant. the Gofpe! where-ever we can, ſo the 
 Precbyterians of England having _— 4 Liberty granted them 


Kang a and Parliament they might very well call back ſuch as 
Gat been driven in amongſt Tag in $14 of Perſecution. To 


_ this laſt-the Modetator reply'd, Mr. Gilbert,” What of they 
frond call you? And when he anſwer'd, that perhaps he would 

ther: go, the Shi. to:him, "Mr. Gilberr, F db mot think you ſd 
: great s Fool. Bat as to Mr. Gabriel the Moderator and the 
generality: of the Afſembly'were for calling him back to Seoe. 
land, Frys a. that Charity: began at home, whey: wy bad 


fda long:while npon rhe Marter too and er, og F 
| 40x ſtood ws and faid, What needs this ad he bad 


heard. thar Mr. Gabriel durſt got returfi to Northumberland, 


here being an Order from ſeveral Juſtices of Peace to ap- 
prehend hiw, which Mr. Gabriel confels'd to/be tras, This 
i matter as to Northondberlantl, and ſhewed that 
r:Gabivd would have bed bis fore'd retar# colowed with & 
Solow invitation; and when it came tobe confider'd, whi- 
es Fullers albmreh or Killpatrick ſhould have him's he difcover- 
ed his own Inclinations before it came co 4 Vote, telling thar 
Kirkpatrick had:no- Mane for him, neither could he main»: 
tara Horſe atin, whe the Votes were a ſtating Mr: Gabrieh - 
Canninghaen defived, the lacs on fn” GFOT0 
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Wh 2 2 .: Mr. Campbel x 
That he pur a wrong Gloſs 0a the. Place, i 
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1 "oy 3. 
| .avoulll not \ UIcbite it now. It was referred batk to the Com- 
- rittes and conſi dered a again ina full Aſſembly, and at laſt the 
| nſatfer was pur to'a Vote; having þ before they colletted: the 
' Votes prayed: for a;tetifoh therein. By the Votes it was.car-. 
-ried that he ſhould come to Edinburgh, tho it was obſerved 
that the mote judicipus part were againſt his coming, being 
prevail'd upon by the wel ht of his own Arguments, _ Hoy- 
everafter they tad reſolv oppo his coming, they ax put 


_ high trilf {amps one ro remove himfelf rid bi s Family 
| "(as ſome fay)) ,as others would have, that*he'might in this 
. + time bring” fs mind to cloſe with the Call of the Aſſembly, 

honokpl he had laid, he Fould leave the Kingdom rather than 
we day or ti altef* thi OE of this bufinefs cotcerning 

"Mr. Campbel,there camea Commiſſion from the Towh of S. 4z- 

. drews to My Lord Crawford to repreſent them inthe Aſſembly : 
The Moderator uſher'd it in with. a great Cortnyendation of 
"his 'Lordſhip,, ant] the manifold Obligations. which they had 
to him, *anc regreted he had'not heen a Member 'of their Af- 
ſembly [0oner, © and that he had not his Commiſſion from a 

© Prevbytery ; for which; he ſaid, the Presbytery of Couper par- 

- ticularly ſhould be rebuked, in-that they.had negleQed him. 
Bat thereaſqn was, (as'T told you before) that it was. expect- 
- etthe ſhow haye:been Commiſtibner for the King. When 
this Commiſſion was Tead, My Lord Crawford, (whoſe Joy 
for which was to be ſeen in his Countenance) ſtood up, and 
-made a Diſcourſe about the Weight and Importance of that 
'Truft, and of his Unworthineſs to be a Member of that Vene- 
rable. "Aﬀeitbly,” and 'defifed that they might allow bim the 
Havour whictr they had granted to Mr. George Campbil, which 
way" td" haveirill Lamas next to adviſe on it : His 'Lord(hip 

not NOWINg well what'to ſay, but chinking- he was obliged 

t (iy ſomething,: fell on-this Impertinencez w ich moved the 

' $þ Ken of-the Allembly, and made them ſp oil the. grdvity gf 

Air Meeting: And indeed who tould forbear Fugting." 

hear one make a ſcruple of afting by Commiſſion,” when 

je TmAde © none to:a&t without onez officioully attending ite 
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ſeveral Seſſions of the egy 8 ay 
and giving 


time to adviſe whether he ſhould. Member: de a *—_ yy 
which was to be intirely INES os within fortnight. 
_ After they had ſat wh or twelve days, 


7 tition from two Perſons, the one was called Smith, the other -; 
Y— Grieve, innameof the Town of Dywdet. fiithe Petition; whi Y 
= Was draw up according to the k ating” Stile,' t * 
Þ | complam'd-of theit Watitof t e Miniſtry there, and 4 Ya + 
4 ſome might be fent to them to preach the Goſpel; *upoti-thW 
| the Commiſſioner asked if the Epiſcopal / Miniſters 3: 
: place were' Rgally tarnedont's and'it beif 41. _ 
J- were deprived"by the Privy Coubicit a year. — 
> rator was faffered-to-proceed'in. the Viilltiels © Wo” 


1 with great Earneftneſs, telling the Aﬀembly, that he" Kew 

that: not only in Dade, but that'in all Angxs the Cofpel way 
not prezeh'd, and 'thar-there wits no- 'rrize 'Nitfi 
he' all f11-the Wark beſrdes | boy US 
Churelies Ml thereſt of that Shire Jave 


\excrafe their Fund 
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e, and one Mir. |Rrjet deciitrid: Yer 
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them 3 


for th 


EE: EnS, 
muſt; now-80_and offer jt in the name of the General Aſſembly ; and 
added, Theh, they would, recommend the Affair to the Privy Coun. © 
684, who would; certainly, ſee to their. encouragement, and: to have 
the Keys of Jome Kirk or. other given thew. .' As far Dungee , 
which was ſaid to; be generally refraftory, the Moderator ſaid, 
They. could and. would plant Miniſters and Elders therein, whe- 
ther the Town Council, world or not, . Which if it be not an In- 


trufion, let the World jyudg.:r; When it was, defired-that. ſome 


4 a © - c o =, ,.4- > 


others might be added. to: theſe two Brethren, Mr... William 
Spence ſometime Miniſter of Glendover was named by ſeyeral, 
_ Which. was oppoſed, by others, becauſe che removing. of him 
would leaye the Presbytery of Aughterarder withouta @zorum, 
as mentioned. before 3 however after ſame Debate,,jit was 
catried he, ſhquld, go: And other three alſo were appointed: © 
to be in readineſs upon. advertiſement of the ſucceſs and 'en- 
 couragement of theſe Brethren, As for this Mr. William Spence, 
_ ongotheApoſtles for Angus he ſeryed ſome years under Epi-- 
- {opacy, .þut, having deſired. an Augmentation of his Stipend, 
andit. being refuſed; he conceived: a. Picque at.the: Biſhops, 
becauſe they gave him not. ( as he judged,) \dae Affiftance bes: 
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fore the Commiſſion of the Kirk, which he firſt vented by paſ. 


MF . 


_ hog ſevere Refleftipns upon them, and afterwards he grew 

_ to, .that;;heighr, ; that be diſperſed, Papers, belpattering both. 

| them and the Government, .aud addreſſed to-the Preabytery 

for. a Reformation : His Fellow, Presbyters endeayoured to 

_FeClaim .him, and to. ſuppreſs his Libel, but their Attempts 

being.in\vain, the Matter. was. carried. before the Biſhop and- 
And: afterwards :upop his further Contumacy. and, Diſabedi;.. — 

ence, excommunicated.him, .which. Cenſure was,never yet ta: 
ken, off, . becauſe he. never. ſhewed any Repentance, neicher 
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" 'mage any; Application. about it. 


Shortly; after.the xeceiving, of. this Petition from Dupdee, 


A 
- © 44 * TY 3 +) 
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there came . AettrRe0 The Alcmbly..from Aberdeen; ſubſcri-. 

N- by ſome Phanaticks t Cre. who, 'L aſſure you,; in.that. 
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| Letter was to. the fame; greaſe deſiri ring che 
fend them: Miniſters, and cor woplgihing: that cy 
ed. the Goſpel for Thifty Years: | "Mr. George 
prefent ' when this -Letter was read; and either” 4 nts: 
dicted the Aſſertion nor qualified it; but fufered it'to pf 
without any RefleQion:or Cenfure):>Which 4ſilencecaf3hi: 
was admired by thoſe that knew: him, neithericouldithey. e 
cuſe it, conſidering that: he: both: knew the: place: pordon 
ly, and could notbut be- convinted that the Golpel:had bee 
preached there, iis great Puritan in any placeinitbe 4 
dom: For notto: fea of che Pprofent. Miniſters) of nhot 
ty, who have the Approbation of all wiſe and pac Be er: 
ſons, both: for-preaching and - other: Qualifications. Mr; Dus 
vid Lyall, now at Montroſs,*was a yu tine. Miniſter di 
and, Is. A ed.to havea. 90% alent. t 
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"ill n>forne other: occaſion It a propoſed. by. the Mor 


=}: Utpo! 
derator 'to fend ſome other Perſons. £0 make an offer of the 


pat, appoinin to the:Countil far their Viaticune, as the 
Mdderitor worded it, which Mr. Fraſer of Brae, found fauilt 
_ with as ſordid, and then'be wiſht them to call it Maintenance 


os Proviſion, Or * what they pleaſed, for they nad his mean- 
/ that Te this as well 


oy -% ax 


But thie AP is. etl renttkable, "is, is. 
two former inſtances, Perfons'were 'commiſſionared to. 


Pp the 

ach. and ako an offer of the Gofpel; for in theſe very 

* Fropoles, ſtated, . vored ahd deterttiined, as 
going to convert Pagaris and Thffdefs ;; "his 
ok. Satid Yncharireb eneſs, and is to fome 4 
und- (tho "that were no other reafon) for feparas 
from them, and. refuſing Communion with them, be- 
atholick” Church in all Ages, 


h ivy divide. from rhe. C | 
 pggvyert and alter the nature of the Gil 2 Latid 


Poſpel 1 tha: What is ta be fo 
juſtifie. their preſetr” (obaopioy and afl 


d tl ey cannot } 
Mo ſc they make .in ſetting up- themſelyes, upteſs theit 
$8. they uſe to ſpeak) be of equal ir tance wit 
it Jelf; bir if the Goſpel be 1 . I Tanda cripturte; 
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rey made itn) 
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Reaſan, Juſtice, nor. Equity | in the Matter; as was made ap- 
| pear in a printed Information which I have here- 
Fe wo . ; with. ſent. ous, whereupon the Commiſſioner j 1n- 
ret, ... terpoltd 6 fax as to.get it pneday propoſed j in x 
fall Afewbly; br or Wh the Clark. took up the; Proceſs to © 
read it, . there was ſuch. murmuring among the Brethren, 
that what: he. read could neither be heard nor underſtogd, 


Oahe 


and ſome Pha or three whiſpered the Modergtor in the Ears. 
:{o.that befc ore the wh th had read fix lines, he ſtood: -Up, and}; 

addrefhng to. the Commiſſigner told, his Grage, that it -was 
fit. ta: wave this Aftair for the preſent, that, the Brethren. 


were diſpleaſed' that it was brought in ſo abruptly before the ' 
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Aﬀembly,quben ;It | had nog begr eonligered in theCommittee,... 
that-the ESE: at, Fjpe,cRoueh As Jet t0/jake opgoizance of 
i 3nd. that there, Mts: J Geral ps pa in that Aﬀair 
F -WETE 2-4 'fit.to bel ok en of. in 'publick; to. which = 
ifhaner rifle. bh out of too, much, good Nature, 


.Fe: rthat the daga'y; 2M forward. | Men would. 
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he! WM; :. 10fave. his: Credit in 
he.requ ired them, peremptorily to 
reeting: z,the M Mpdarator promiſed it, 

ble wore, of 3 Its, NP; It, ſeems did. 

it Again.., Before I. leave; 
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that, printed Information 
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Cal 1 to. ns Feb of Pecbles. This, faith 
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t were moſt' agreeabl the Incli 
Mr: Veatch had not his V ds ahons: him whe "he: 
Jeclaration, and it ſeems was more ititent u on 
war; -than the general - Intereſt: ofthe Party'-be 
for hereby he:gives a Lieato-the: 
Ground whereon the Government was built; - and plaint 
timates that he and; his Brethren are; and- axe þ be Toeruc 
ſeeing. they cannat-have, the call and conſent; « Peo 
he want wherdof was ;charged-;hy ? 
Mr; George: 
ore the Parliament; who thoupht it ſo einous. a Cr 
he aid, before: he obtruded him elf upon 4a-P. k 43 
will, he would chuſe: rather to beg. bir Fraq bt. 4 F 
Ajherics :- It-were to be: wiſhed tha all, his. 
_ of: chat mind, for'then-the Nation - would; be - 
them; and -I- aſſure you "they. might-have th 
by + beg ging It5 3 for Dante. oney and ot 
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leave. hes” a return toi the Point, we Were UPON, » 


eng bg "Job's 3, pt 
feared ' the Court: who: deſire and 
derate, and indeed. they; perceiv 
me. jmake ſome they, 
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of. the Presb 


they were. agreeable wo tlie Kutes concerted and. 
by the general Meeting 4 ſo following the polioy: of the Pha- 
nifees-they waved the d Koult by remitting all to the Commiſ 
| fionand partiorltay Synods: 'By th! means: they ſecured what 
. was already dows'from being; retiverſt, and affo freed' the 
from the blame of any nj ary _ of Injuſtice done, 1 
or to. be done; for then theſe thinks might be charged on. | 
parricular Perfons, -and not on- the whote Parry. However 4 
they” vatitured -wpan three ar” four Procefles; -and:by them 
© Nady og eſs what they: would” bave' dote with the reſt, y 
8s, That of Mr. Lesk Miniſter of 'Taveff within '1 
*,. whoſe Church was: claimed « Sou one | 
Mir. Artbs Mk by vertue' of that A of Parff 4 
wh ltyred the old Prodoyaltians tothoit Charches? "whe. 
th they were vaeute or poſſeſſed by others. .'Mrc Lek Gift 
nate Application-to'the Cconeil, = 'thoug ke t6- have ſu 
ended Miv. ance 85 not being ng comprotevdl within rhe 
aa oh 'Parlifiment, which only in favounref. 
che, who Had tots heeir Minitey for' nor Tn | 
5 Wheteas Mr:M;tebiff ws depoftd,, 
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ticks is ſomewhat more excuſable in them; but that they 
ſhould light the knowledge of the Hebrew, and other orien= 
tall tongues is a little ſtrange, and caanot be\juſtitcd ſeeing _ 
the right underſtanding of rheScripture does fo much Jopend 
thereupon. They have thruſt out Mr. Mexander Douglaſs the- = 
profeſſor of theſe languages here, who as he wasa perſon ofs 
moſt peaceable diſpolition, ſo he was an ornament to the So- 
clety he.lived in by his skill and knowledge 1n theſe matters: 
ke cannot havea true Succeſſor here, for he hath ſcarce his e- h 
quall in this Kingdom, nor Perhaps are:there many in other 
places who do exceed him in the thing he profeſfeth. But per- 
haps the Jewiſh Synagogue would have been found fo favour-. 
able for Epiſcopacie, and thereforeit is fit and wiſely doneto. 
keep both Clergy.& Laity inignorance of it. Their kindneſs  - 
for the dead is as ſmal as forthe living.& they encourage lear- 
_ ned books as little as learned men. The trade of books is falkken* 
fo low ſince the Presbyterian reign was ſet up; that our Stati- | 
oners arethinking either to quit theiremployments, or to go 
and liveelſewhere, for they have not made the rent of their 
Mops theſe two years. The Epiſcopall are not. in circums- 
fiances for buying and the other crave no other. books! thee 
Durham on the Canticles and Revelation, Dickſon and Eutthe- 


Jon, Dyar and Gray, Theſe are their Clafficall 'Authors' and: © © 
the ſtandard of theirlearning: and'tis from thoſe thatthey' - _ 
take the heads of their Sermons, and the inſtruions which 

they tender the people. But tho? learning be not the-talent 
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who preached 1n the meeting houſe at Duzmbar.” It was a Ser- 
mon. 44. Clerum;, preached; as was ſaid, at the depoſing of the - | 
_ Papſon of 0/a-Hamffocks; which being an. extraordinary occa- Þ| 
ſ199, famethingbetter then ordinary,was expected : but there. - | 
never appeared-a .more, lilly and empty diſcourſe, nor is it: | 
poſſible that you:can conceive ſo meanly of it, as it deſerves,, | 
Itwas even far below Mr: Z:drew Gray's Sermons. The very þ 
Presbz terians whoſegult craves no fine things, were aſhamed: | 
of it, My.Lord: Crane. to excuſ: it laid the blame on the. }F 
Printer and.complainad: of him at-the Councill-Table, for of- 'F 
 feringto publiſhitwithour-a. Licenſe; alledging alſo that it- 
was -without: the- Authors conſent, and:that the Copy was an: 
unperfect.uncorrect one, which ſome ignorant or malicious : 
perfor had: taken from the Authors Mouth: But when the : 
Prater wasexamined;he produced an Authentick copy from. . 
 the-Author himſelf, and declared that he reviſed the ſheets, -- 
as they.came from the Preſs, ſo the Printer was free of the: 
taultsthat were: in it, and they could be only. charged on Mr. 
Clarks; who it's believed ſhew'dall the learning andeloquence: 2 
be was Maſter of, wy ng 1 5. 
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Ehildren pubtickly or privately as he pleaſed : but tre peremp=: 
tortly refuſed to doit on a week-day, tho' they who intended? 
to have been preſent at- the baptiſme would have made: a 
- competent number for an ordinary Country-Sermon,, and- 4 
before Sunday two of the Children dyed: we had-lately in-- * 
this City a more notable inſtance of the ſtiffneſs of their hu- Þ 
mourin-this particular. A. Certain-Citizen deſigned to have. 
tis child baptized 6n a week day at che ordinary time of Ser- | 
mon: he with the Goſſips came in time enough to the Churchz | -Þ| 
but becauſe the child was brought in about. the cloſeot the © | 
Sermon;- neither Mr. Aennedy who preached, nor Mr. #rs-. Þ 
kize the Minifer of the pariſh<could be. prevailed with to ad- - * 
miniſter the Sacrament to the Infant, but they cauſed it robe | 
carried home again without: baptiſm. The people generally * 
take this very ill, and are very much diſpleaſed with the 
Presbyterian Minifters on this account; Wheretore to Juſti- * Þ 
fy themſetves, they frequently preach againſtthe neceſſity of 
Baptiſm; and-to talk- of it-as if1t- were an ordigance neither - | 
neceſſary nor. much-to be regarded,and qo account the eſteem | 
 _andvalie which is ordinarily put upon it; and earneſt defires 
the people have after it, to bethe-dregs and reliquesof Popery | 
among us. When a:child was brought to Mr. Ajrktow he took | 
occaſion to ſhew the Saperftirion.of that Ceremony, and ſaid Þ| 
' tO the People, you think it neceſfary to have your- Children | 
Baptized, bur1 tell you ({aid he ) I know a good Godly Mint» -| 
fter who lived till he was fourſeore that: was, never Baptized - - | 
all his life time, OL 2 3 rl 
- In thenext place, they renewed an A& ofa Generall AG ,* 
&mbly appointing Pedagogues, Chaplains, Preachers, and - 
Students to take-and ſubſcribe the Confeflion of faiths and . 
further they Commiſſionated ſome- to draw up a lift-of all - 
theſe aXs of Aſlemblies which were fit to to-be- obſerved:and 
put-in uſe, wherein they acted very,cunningly, for tho' it be -/ 
well known that they receive all the aQs of Aſſembliesas if *' 
they were Scriptare,-and pay-no lels regard to them ; yet be- . '! 
cauſe ſome of theſe incroachiupon._ the power of the Civil ©. 
Mogiſtrate', Therefore to prevent the Jealouſies of the King _ 7 
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them 1n C»»wlo, nor:ytt would. they condemn or cenſure ay - 
ofthem. But they enforced ſuck as-were proper and-ſirirable . 
tothe preſtnt ſtate of affairs, and waved the declaration. of 
their ſentimentseoncernfing the-reſt.. oO 
* Fourthly, becauſe: che Afs.. could not fit ſo long as way. 
neceſſary to determine all particulars.and to give-rules/atg 
meaſures for the ſetling of the Church in this jun&ure, nor 
was it fit it ſhould do it-; Therefore they reſolved: to chuſe 
aCommittee who might ſitafter the difſolution of che Aſs". 
who ſhould have full and Supream Power to AQ 1nall things - 
that related to the Church. Ir's ſaid, that thisoverthre'was - . 
firft-madeby the Moderate men, who thought by this means - 
to reduce affairs toa better temper. then the Aſs. was likets 
do, by reaſon of the many rigid and indiſcreet men:who 
were in it... Therefore'ſix.were propoſed to: be&pazt of this - 
Committee, and to name the other Perſons of whom the 
. . Committee ſhould confift. Four of theſe fix went under the 
CharaCter of Moderate men, the other two were of-another | 
remper, and were joyned to them: on ipurpoſe to prevent | 
ſuſpition : But. the. High flown Brethren ſoon ſmell'd -owt: 
the defign, and therefore they firſt Voted two more of their 
own 1idez and becauſe that only put them in equilibrio, they - 
again got-four more to be added, ſo that they- were double - 
the number of che other, .and by this means the Comimittes - 2! 
canſiſted moſt part: of the ſtrieſt and-moſt-rigid Presbyte- -- 
rians, Their Nanes are as follow. . SH Eg ”— 
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FEEL. me ai ne i 
Johns Keith . William Erckine." . Geopge Campbell © 


Gab.” Simple WillamVHeir >  TFames Lance, © 
* Gilbert Rule Alex. Pittairn-+ = Archibald Hamilzoy + , | 
M. James Kirkton M. Richard HeowiſonM.-Patrick Peacock © _* 

Hal, ro nt 
— -Michael Bruce. Patrick Simpſon” Tohn Balendine 
Gab. Coninghame Muthew Crawford: Williaw Ker « 
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Parke Jenter © Weil Giles nn "0A Pos RS 
ow: FRI Hnirew ws M David Blair © ie) | I 
. WP iliam Eccles wma Forreftey © . Samnil Nai airn gh 


m_—_— =D : "op 
« Earle f Cranford Sir John Hol Colt meſs 
'Earle Sutherland - Sir Fames Ride! _Glenderfton F 
Fiſe. of Arburthuer . Balife Muir Lairds Zammington. (4s. : 


2 = Halicy arg 


. Balife Macklurg FobnMur provoſt 4 
fairs of Ormeftone © 


. George Stirling _ Hamilton of G "00 
For the North. 
0 | _ rr 7 
Fohbx Fe "William Leoget . James Rymey 
' Hugh Kewnedy Robert Rule Thomas MY. 
| K WE. Crighton M. fames Frazer = M. Rovert Toung 
To Aeon Geo. Meldram -— William Mack © 
Mex. Forbes FEadward Fennſon +  Hndrew "DBuey 


Elders. | 
wb hs Ardbruchil _ "Naughton Fo”  Zendhate Fs 
% Greer knaw | | _ Mepgins > C 
Afterwards it FI repreſented that the Vifitors for he | 


; North were to0 Few, there were added't theſe following - 


- Miniſters. - 

 Cames Stewart | Hugh Apderſon Arthur Michel. 

oO. Fames Urquhart HWillum Michey ' - William Ramſay” 
| "6 Alex. Dumbuar M. Falter Denune + M. Francis Metvil © 


_ Alex, Frazer Geo. Meldr at oe Jobs Maceiturk" 
Thomas Hog 
| Elders. 


Brodie | Collodes {es _ George vs Embs 
Gra | Dalfolg ©: Sir David Frazer, .. 
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his Commiitis v was appointed to keep quarterly Sefions 


iz.:om the third. Widneſd of Tantary, ang the third Wed-. Y 
. neſany of phil; and to appdint afrerwards their mectiggs as | 
often«ws-they ſhall think fit." That 'a Quorins" ſhoutdibetten « 
ani ang ye ruling: -Elders, 2nd chey Were allowed oy 'x 
cools  ; 


. v ; 


chooſe. theirowh Maderator, and Clerk: The Inftirutiohs 

prepared for :them by the Committee for. overtures, wers 
wy Wy Tr PFY Ch. L TR Lok. 4 | rh ” » 4 a, x] =. - i c a | | : 

firſt read: and; debated.-0n; Thyr/44 before the Af. roſe, but 


they were not agreed to till the: uefhhan thereafter. On-Mundayt 
they were read-with fonie alterations : but Mr. Kirkton and a  _ 
oreat many more adhered to. the exceptibns - which they. 
made at the firſt Reading, and ſaid, that the' Alterations were 
not conſiderable. He alledgedallo, that what was then read 
was not a true Copy of- that which the” Committee had _ 
| agreed to, and offercd to. the Moderator a true double + 
of id, but the: Moderator. refuſed it, ſaying, he knew . 
nothing ofthe matter : and becauſe the Als. was not liketo 
come:to an agreement at that time, therefore the matter was 
referred back again tothe Committee, and all who had any: 
-thing to ſay aboutit were appointed to attend them. The next 
day it was brought back _ to the Aſs. and concluded ; Mr. 
Kirkton and ſome others who preſs'd-alterations being abſent. 
To ſatisfy your,and my own carioſtry uſed means to procure: 
a Copy of the inftruQtions, and got them with ſome: difficul- 
ty-which I here fet down. - - _ Ss *E 


Inſtrufions for the Committee or Commiſſion of the Kirk. © 


Firſt, they are to take into their Cognizance all references 
and appeals not diſcuſs'd in the Aſſembly and ſuch matters 
as have'bzan'ftated before'the Aſs. and referred to them, and 
to diſcuſs and determine the {amine. - nd 
- Secondly, they are to give their adviceto all Synods and 
Presbyteries when required, and tho? not required, yet upon. * 
information of any irregularity or precipitancy of proceeds - 
iags1n Presbyteries they are to interpoſe their advice for ſiſt- 
tag proceſles till the next Synod or Aſs.  , 
Whenthis24. Article was-read, ſame asked ifthe Commiſe | 
on.nad power to call before themſelves any bufineſs; and:to 
take the: ſame out of the hands of Presbytexies: To whick © 
the Moderator anſwered, no ; but they areonly togive their 
advice,. and. faid: he, I-think no Presbytery will refuſe it, - - 
Ro. KL 


w 


py 


_ whichif they dozit muſt be Cans periculo, and 'the Church « oP 
Scotlend will be free from any imputation of their aQtings, -Þ 

Thirdly, they are to have.power- to viſitall Miniftersi in? : 
| Presbyteries as welk-Presbyterian as others. 

- Fourthly, they are to purge out of the Church all who up- - 
en due tryall ſhall be found inſufficient, Scandalous, Erronc- y 
OUS OT ſupinely negligent. bh 

. It was moved that:the words, ſupinely wegligent might be. 
left out,. but the ſame was refuſed. 

. Fifthly, they are to be carefull that none be admitted wy | 
- Hain to Miniſterial Communion,ortva ſhare in the Govern- | 
- ment, but ſuch as upon-due tryall (for which the viſicors ſhall - 
take a competent time )ſhal] be found to.-beOrthodox 1n their 
doarine, of competentabilities, having a pious, Godly and - 
peaceable Converſation as becometh a:Miniſter of the Gof+ + 
pel, of an edifying gift,and whcm the. Commiſſion ſhall have 
grouvd to believe will be.faithfull ro: God and the-Govern- 
ment, and diligent in thediſcharge of their Minifterial duty, 
and that all whoſhall be admitted- tothe Miniſtry or ſhall be 

Teceived into a ſhare of the Covernment -ſhall: be obliged to | 
own and ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and to profeſs *| 
-theirſubmiſſion and willingneſs tojoyn and contur with the 
Presbyterian Church: Government. : 
= Ar firſhit wasPresbyterian communion, and only fairbful 

to theGovernment. Mr. K7rktoz ſaid that this Article wasa . 

' matter of very great conſequence,a nd deſired it mightbe well. 
 confidered, for in hoc veriitur fortuna Scotia, and: cmpltined: | 

_ fhatthere was notone word of the Scandal-.of conforming, 3 
which he ſaid was the greateſt of all Scandals. Mr. Frazer of 
 Braepropoled that the clauſe of repentance might be inſerted; 

The Moderator anſwered, that ineffeQitwas there already, 

. Ifrhey look't upon the Commiſfionersas diſcreet and Jade I 
. elous:menz for Fo (laid he ) they will admit none without re- - 
 pentance,for without-that they cannot have ground tc be-: 
|heve that ever they will be Faithfull tothe Government, Mr. 

 "Kirkton replyed; thatthey could never be ſureof E eapatl - 
raeerts for many of them (ſays he ) has changed no or. | | 
our 
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p | 160. DUE : 
.onall occaſions they do draw back from them, and do refuſe to / 
- concur with them in advancing even the Common Jnds ofReP I 
Klon and truth, And at this time they not oaly;had anaverſion to - 
. them on. the account of their different principles, bur alſsrhey | 
were afraid to receive them into their communion, and eſpecial- _; 
ly into a ſhare of the Government, becauſe the Epiſcopal Clergy 
was-double their number, and therefore it was dangerous toad- } 

_ mitthem, leſt by the plurality of their number on lome. fit occaſi- :; 
- og they ſhould forge a change of the Government. They conlider- - 
ed that the Compliance and ſubmiſfion to Presbyterian: Gavern- | 
ment, which ſuch would give at this time, would not be free and | 
willing, but only out of a neceſſity to ſerve the preſent Tura till | 
they (hould be better ſtated : Wherefore either to reyengethem-. 
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Tt, it wasfrom-the very fitft reſblved vpon to layidlide all-R: 2 

| iſeopat Miniftcrs,nitleſs they evidently teſtifed a clanpe of mind 

jf as well as of outward behaviou r- Bat how-to compaſs this was the : 
Ity,for a diret'A&for this wouldimiake their deſign! plain * 
ew their malice bare-fac'd, it wonld encreaſe the Clamours 
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| therefors defired it might bd data Tek till the'nexrtla 7, Whit 
- accordingly done : the next day beinly the 12. of Vn 7. th 
- neſs of the Faſt was again brought before the Afb. ahd' th 
- containing the reaſons of it read with this alrettion, thit' 
- Ular ation, Oaths of Alles Zance; Supremacy, ”, and Teft, me); ome. , VPar- 
 ticuldrs were Left out : It wouldſeem that the Commiſſioners Tefu-- | 
| ſedto ſuffer it to paſs if theſe had been exprefly-mentioned: where-- | 
fore to get the Commilfioner to condeſcend to the thing); they 
- daſhit but the-najnes: But he isan ignorkar reader;and his" littf | 
$kill in ſpe ling who'doth nor p erceive that they are aft couch WT -/ 
implied, Ss his day the real were approved, : andaratt palf'd, - 
requiring all perſons throughout the Kingdom whether in Kitts | 
or Meeting- houſes punQually to obſerve the ſame. T fhould: King ih - 
.-" u too Tong) it I ſhould give you an account of the reaſons h ee. - 
za dong thereon. T chuſe rather to ſend! You! the Þ Pa- : 
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3s nt urh Ka = 
by 6 Shlerverthis Tra the aſa ay but at the! anen riſtle 
they mult condemit rhe Church of England and oil Prote] 
| Eburches;! nay the Cabotith Church of Chriſt fromthe Apoſtle os 
JT days down'to Calvin. The Als. underſtood well pag ih PO 5 a 
Te een eſigh agd d reafony of tBis'falt y were tothe fentiftients 0f- 
: : ng who W {#6 1Jnael co pong it, © & tings hevcoulds 
$i it Withbit Who y af the rearcl "Hypoc 


of 'God: and. cdebtr or thy them, for th TIT » Irnenar'ends, : 
men:thusto mock Gad and play. the. Hybomate, was 
14 ap. moſk vp juſtifiable; a, Retry hath 
 viadhiar finfeangs open momg leafe Godgbet:e0 ch ſnare:widu, 
_ >Hovto.avertivhe Dirineliſu Agemenite burcrhatrhey' may-have3pe :-) 
: Gfion of executing their wrathrand maliceunder iis Colour d/ 
 Taddow of Zeal againſt Sin. With the AR of the Af, fot the faſt 
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jj} Thave ſent you allo theaGof Councjll annexing the Civil Sante 
11} - on to jt procured by my. Lord Crawford's means :. and Vide.rhe lafk *- I 
| T.defireyou to take Notice of the Cloſe of it, where Paper. 7 
the Obſervation of the Faſt is Urged out, of fear.of Gods, wrath, _ * 
andafter that is ſubjoyned_the. hi beſ. perils from. them, which .. : 
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{ome ſajd was. like the Proclamatioas:ot. one Borthwick ſometimes + 

| CORE, wich were wont.to. be under the; pain.gf | 
death, and fourty Pound beſides, The mentianing, of. thels prin: | 
| ted Actsbringsto my Vemory a pallage AE me Faintey ; Spme,ig : | 
1 hopes of getting gain thereby Petitioned, the Aſs, for.chegift.of ' | þ 
# thicg their Als... Mrs, Azderſen.claim!'d the priviledge by . . 
it! vertue ofa gift from the King to print all. publick, Ats and Procla-. 
* wations; ang withall ſhe might have deſerved ſuch'a favour. from . 
| them having ever heretofore Fayoured their/Party,,.andallowed : | 
i} them the uſe of. her Preſs for publiſhiag their Pamphlets, and,e- - | 
ven ſuch as durſt nat be, well avowed. But. either .becanſe they 
i would haye a Printer of their own diſtin from the.Kings, gr - .\ 
| thatth Foe not ſhew kindneſs to her, who, had acceſſion to- | 
& the_.guilt of. the late Reigns, by. printing theis ſinfull As and . . 
Proclamations: for one or þ>th theſe Reaſons they denied her 
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| Meldrum who declin'd'it. Then'it was recommended to Mr. Alex = 
ander Pitcairine who-didnothing ia it; Heexeuſtd himſeifbefore- 


Als: offered to-Jultify the barbaritievof theRabblearidthoilhul | 
ſiege which the Epiſcopal Clergy ev wich; , alfedping thar thoix - 

errots, vicesand-fcandals deſerve noibetrerat the peoples hands: £ 
But what Juſtification: & defence wilb bemade by- 


Frooee ea fo v jor phe - ſen entence io Cn 


'A 6a + 

the Caſe-hould be ſtated not begwixt rs, Arder) n-and "44 
DT NT the! 'King and the Aſs. whether the Kin OE: "EE 
or the Aſs. tothe King My. Lord Cranford thought the firſt no cons ' _— 
and offered'to produce inſtances of it-itvformet rimies. Bot the-reſt "of ie 


Gouncellors thaghtyhey: were dbged-irofiriibyqo'prefer the King 608 ; 


| iS Mrs Anderſon: axed Jt: IU IC 1toft'; 3: pa bbs + 


'Thelieve may have EY you with'the lengelyof mycLetter; ; 


Ferave pardon only to 'add two orthreb' particulars mote, int} | 
ſhall cloſe. The. firſt was, their appointingay-anfiver to/bemude 
wthe printed-accounts of the penſccativw of the Epiſcopal 'C 
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gy in'this Kingdom. Atthie generallmeetin 
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the Afs. in that he-knew notthe mattersofifati and; the true In- 


Inſtructions proper for-it. Mr. Meldzam in a Simon: before the 


thaſe-whioare AI 
appointed todo-it,1n name of the:Aſs/Þ doinot know; bur: thisT | 


Aﬀt for taking-off the ſeatenee of de 
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formation was nottent him. The Afs.ordered:hirn agairptogo on bb 
in it;andappointed Mr G4berriRale, and ſomecorhers' to! aft him - 
in the work, and required all the members:tofurniſh-them with E 


am confident, that they: will never: provetaty: miterial -Circurts- | -.4 
ſtance in” matter of fait to be:falfe>i-: i 157 (7 Too +I 


A Second particular Tam-:to:makt iyouncquiinied wah; "ou an . 


poſition -whiahiwas pronoun. | 
Coda cuicft [orie Miniſters, efpe peciuliyxthoſe- ofithe-Remoah aa. * 
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by 4 | 


i lime. mehr alike 4 
—_ that es [15-hewterita bury, cbele Watters noblivieg, 
_ that. thiy carldnqt-paſtiaigerieraliAGQfor wep ning-theſe.men; 
without re-examining their proceſſes, whithwav nowaysfits & 41 
. perhaps. chic would inob Heifoungall alike, for Ome: hight bede-' 
: ok er and'other. Grimes, and not, 'only for thefe'urss 
- bbppyicsts.and differences... The Moderazoratſwered him; Bro-"Þ 
. the YPhere ic 79 HEE A of kondeſronding: 108: partiewars;;' 47h "_ believe #/ | 
=: wif{be ſawn el alike, ard-jhat they are; all very honeſt mer that are £0 
- ogriteda-So heokmed Mr../Ficr and-ſome others, and among the | 
- ret hioſelfin #be-cthird perſons: ſaying, Zhere is one Mr. Hygh © 
_ ** Ktnnedyj whom [rarravtgen ken all wellienongh.. To conclude, che" 
- Atpaſicc;the feaddnce bi depoſition lying upon thefeperſpag mas | 
_ =» Ballevbid, and:they; geolarcd- tobe tfue and-Jawfall Miniſters. . 
; - And herein, traly Ie Mogerators' wit fail'd 'him;, for inftead.of * 
- Sightii himſelf @hich he deſigned; he raiſed 'objetions againſt | 
" Hitbſeltaphich viherwiſe would ave been: forgotten and by this: 
Adtbroight; an ibdclibletafh both -upon:his/ovin publick Mig | 
+ Nity:theſe ewothreeyears, and alſo upod: the preſent: Aſs. in,that Y 
_-#he-Moderator cine -ofius members were both legally and | 
* Gatonjeally incapable. N Nowthatithey bear this, they pretend that | 
| the ſatgelaircany tekenef formerly} ow that the Ats; only Lrotify- | | 
. edand confirmed what was forulaerly donein theſe mens fay;our, : 
- and thatt wavſuailcorutifycin thefirſt GEcheriall As;theAfts of | 
.nferiour Judicatdnies:oBiit.qsbdey.cannct inftance; the-timg apr | 
- #beanect! ing ioowhichtbefegtzifong: wers'repdted,:foirhpy- DÞygr 
: be TIT onto bubGyels: viii the Ig- 
UN Ada Fubici on addawe reventicandiitle, mug 
ECT: dhatbiroyowcd-ewng wlll the I ar | 
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Aſs: expetted that they we 5 


. p of 


whether it was-out of ay Jealouly © Wis'\e6nduly far p ibis - / 
was to ratify others who might have fd pafetentne ch gr of their Of... } 
they paſſed by Mr.Carftairs, and*gavethe Errployratnt'to Me. Gilbert Bade -- |} 
and Mr: Davit Blair, TREAPE I have 60th) HAE Sd&NGV Re rnention ae - | 
other preached in a'meefing” hotſe here 5! Hes ſx tor "Were fo.courſe dut : ; 
ſomethin# better Poliſhed thin other common Preghyreriths { Ub doo 
to Mr. Robert. Blair Miniſter at St. -Andrews, who-'was famons: $64 many 
things but eſpecially his Civility to King Charles the 2d. when he made hin - 
a viſt at his owp houſe. Mr. Blajs when the King came in was fitting in 
a Chair, and it ſeems at the time under a b >dily infirmity: which hoth kept 
him from riſing and excuſed it, when Mrs, Blair ran to to fetch a-Chair to 
the.King, he fa1d, My heart do not trouble your ſelf," he is a young man he may 
draw 1208610 andre oo on otnnne Cam paeecg - 
At laft I come to the diſſolution of the ATembly, which was talked of 
ſeverall days before, and a4nally concluded and reſolved upon Nov..13.  - 
Their laft Sederunt was inthe afternoon, and continued till. it was night. | 
There they debated the calling of another Aſs. :and the time of its-ſitting z 
ſome were for one month, ſome: were for Inother, and there were few 
months of the year but was favonred by one'or otheras fitteſt for an Aſs. 
In the mideſt of theſe debates among themſelves, the Commiſſioner (whoſe # 
adviſe they never ſought in the affair ) ſtood up and diſſolvedthem-in the - 
Kings name, and by the ſame Authority called and appointed. another to , ! 
meet 99-the- firſt of: Nov... next to-come, 4691+ The Aﬀembly-. mwas..Snr- 
prized with this, but it would ſeemthey thonght not fit to call it inqueſti- * * 
on, therefore they ſabmitted : and all was cogcluded with a prayer and 
Þfalm : The Palm they Sung was the 133; :: a0 3.09. - Afi 
Thns ended our famous Aſſembly :- an acconnt whereof I have given 
you as fully and exaQly as I could : I wasnot overhaſty to believe any In- . 3 
formation till I found it confirmed by: two or three others : If I be mi-: . | 
Jaken 1n ſome ſinall circumſtances, which the beſt Hiſtorians may errein;- 
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I 1m Care AG material falfhagd. | 
judice againſt the truth of. mp relation, "that k 
tothe Party.z bat tho? L be ob, will not. w 


Weed phhedh , ' 
peoplen are 


fſes Stem. L 


ent reſtored; -and kr 
worthip of 'God. may.- be - Fool 2nd; decuitly performed. 23: ma at 
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tend to the advancement of his Glory, and the;good and Fdification bf. 
Souls of his people, with this prayer. for. the: Church,: Tg _— 
wiſhes for your ſelf, I take.my leave at ithis time. 

.. December. 16 90. 
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PA RIS H of PEE; LI | 


Againſt 


M* WILLIAM Vearon. . 


\H E late Mr. Fohn Hay Miniſter 


neſs utterly diſabled for the 
publick Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, atid ap- 
prehending the time of his Departure to 
be approaching ; Our'of a deep concern 


for his Flock, afrer the Example of good. 
and faithful Paſtors in all Ages, reſolved 


ro look out for a Succeffor ; And for thar 
_ effet, wrote to the Duke of Queensbery, 
(then \undoubted Patron of the Pariſh of 
Peebles) ro nominate ſome Able and God.- 
ly Miniſter, . who might aſhſthim as a 


* Helper during his Life, and to whom he . 


might recommend and leave his Charge 


ar his Death. - His'Grace being well ſa 


' People; And the'Seffion did order on 
-Lairds of Ha yfloun, int Hthſha 


tisfied with fo Pious a- deſire; remirs the 
| choice ro himſelf, whereupon he' calls 
and invites Mr. Ribert Knocks,- one of the 
Miniſters of the City of Glaſgow, who ha- 
- ving accepted the Call, and co the great 
Comfort of chePaſtor and People, ſerved 
: the 'Cure for ſometime : The ſick Man 
had his peaceabl2 Exitin-rhe Lord, ſola- 
cing himſelf in this; Thar be had not left 
his Fleck as Sheep without a Shephertl;'Tim- 
mediarely after whoſe Deceaſe, the Hert- 
oh, ers, and Parochioners,did apply 


of the Go ſpel at Peebles, be- 
ing by Bodily Pain and Sick- 


Unanimouſly and Cheerfully receive the 
ſaid Letter and -Nomination, and g omi- ; ba 


the Duke arhis Return, - and 


themſelves ro he Duke $ Faſtor, ro Dei. 
tron che Duke then ar London, Ind tO AC. 
quaint him, that they Unanimouſly defi. 


red Mr. Robert Knocks to- be their Mint- - © 

ter, in place of the decenſt Mr,"Fobn Kay, 

-which accordingly the'Duke agreed to, 
and ordered Mr. Knox to continue in the - bf 


Exerciſe of his Miniftry there. And there-' 
after upon the. 17th- + November 2p, 
being the Lord's Day after Sermons, the 


Seffion being firting, and the Duke's Let». , 


ter read unto them, the whole Hericors, 
Elders,and Parochioners then preſent, did 


ſed to Mr. Knox all rhe Encouraz 
that conld be expe&ed- from-a-1 


p "William - 


Plenderleith, 
late Provoſts of Peebles 


s, to wait upon 
Thanks in all their: Names for. his care of” 


hem, - After which time Mr. Knex ha» 
ll che right ro be Minifter a eebles, 
wh pe ſtate of the Church could then : 
admir of, viz, Deſignation and Appaine- 
Ton of the Pacrob, with the Conſent 
Concurrence of the Heritors , Elders, 


and I 


n Hope, and Fobn Gevas, 7 S, 


Ve e 'him1 DI 
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and by far the greateſt and moſt ſubſtan- 
tial part of the People, and wanting only 


* the formality of an InduCtion or Infticy- 


tioh, in regard there was no Legal Zccle- 
fraftical Fudicatory then in being to con- 
- fer ir onf him, continued 1n the free and 

peaceable Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, until 
the ſixteenth of February 1650, when 


ſome violent Interruption being offered 
unto him; by a'Company of Unruly Peo- 


ple, as he was coming to the Church on 


the Lord's Day in the Morning; the He- 


ritors, Elders and Pcople as aforeſaid, 
| Were ſo much concerned, that by an ex- 
preſs  Obligationſubſcribed under their 
Hands, they declare rheir Reſolgtionto 

- adhere to the (aid Mr, Khoks as rheir Mi- 


niſter ; And Commiſſioned ſoine of their 


| Number to purſue that high Rior, before 
'the Moſt Honourabl:-Lords of their Ma- 
Jefties Privy Council 3 Upon whoſe Com- 
plaint-and Application, the Lords of 
Council finding Mr. Knox to have good 
Right ro ſerve the Cure at the Church of 
Peebles, did juſtly puniſh the Author of 
the Tumulr, and oblige the Magiſtrates 
of. Peebles, ro rake ſuch care of che Peace, 
that there mighr be no Interruption of- 
| ferred to him for the Future, and there- 


after he enjoyed his Miniftry comfor- 


tably-and peaceably, until rhe Presbytery 
| haying as would ſeem by all their poſte- 
 Fior Ads, reſolved -ro-Thruſt htm-our;and 
_ obtrude another. og the Pariſh, did by 
" their A of the. 24th of July laſt ar. Kir- 


 kurd, without ever examining his Right 
and Title, or giving him any. Citation, 


Proceeding upon a falſe Sappoſition,; as 


' if he had poſleft himſelf wrongouſly. of 


- the Church, required him- xo forbear 
Preaching, till he ſhould be allowed. by 
them, ' The ExtraQ of which Ad, being 


 eclivercd ro him by che preſent Provoſt 


_ of Peebles. moſt unſeaſonably upon the 
Lord's Day- thereafter,” juſt as he was go- 
-ing to rhe Pulpit 3. he raking ir-as the 

. AMﬀplainly bears, tobe only a Fempo- 
rary reſtraint, 4311 ſuch rimeas he ſhoul 
apply himſelf to the Presbytery for their 


Allowance, did patiently and pleaſantly 


obey ir, raking his ſear among the Au- 


\ 


he ſhould 


which pretended Vacancy, the ſaid Preſ- 
bytery ſent Mr, R&vert Eliot one of their 
own Number, upon the 24th of Auguſt 


being the Lord's Day, to Preach and nold 
a Meering for the calling of one Mr. 1/11. 
liam Veatch; Which Meering being called 


after Sermons, the Heritors, either by 
themſelves, or their Proxies, together 
with all the ordinary Elders of the Pa- 
riſh, and the generality of the ' whole 
People, Compeered and Proteſted againſt 
the calling of Mr, Veatch, appealing from 
the Presbytery to the next Provinctal, or. 
General Aſſembly that ſhould happen to 
be, promiſing to give in the. double of- 


their Proteſtation and Appeal, with the 
Reaſons thereof to the Presbytery the firſt © 


Day of their Meeting; whereupon they: A 
took Inſtruments. The ſaid Mr. Robert ' © 


Elliot 1n a ſtrange and unbecoming Hear 
and Tranſport, inſolently preſuwig ro. 
rake Inſtruments againſt them in the 


| Nanie of Jeſus Chrift, and withour any 


regard to their Proteſtation, he with his 
Aﬀociates proceeded to Nominate fo 


- many pretended. Commiſſioners, to go. 


the next day with Mr. William Ruſſel who. 


was ſent by the Presbytery, and in the. 


Name of the Pariſh of Peebles, to offer a 
pretended Call to the ſaid Mr, Veatch, a- 
mong which Commiſſioners the -notori« 
ous. Villain Beatty, who cccaſioned the 
former Tumulrt, was one,who for his hor=. 
r1d Prophanation of the Lord's Day, and 
villanous Artempe thereupou againſt Mr. 
Knox, had been -lately and' deſervedly. 
punithed by the Privy Council, to which 
Call.albeit only ſigned by Cardronno, who 
has but ſmall intereſt 'in the Pariſh, and 
two or three mean. Herirors who. have 
but two Aikers.of Ground #plece almoſt, 
Mr. Veatch cordially imbracing,came and 


preſenced it to the Presbytery of Peebles, 


at. and within the Chappel thereof nb 


which 
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dirors, while the Provoſt fercht a Mint» 4 
ſter from the Meeting-Honſe to Preach in 

the. Church, who after Sermons by an - .{ 
' Order (as hefaid) fromthe Presbytery, -: 
ſurprized the Pariſh, by declaring the 
_ Church to be vacant, for the ſupply of A 
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= ns ES he 
which day andpſace, the Hericors 9c; 

by themſelyes and their Proxles, Come - 

peared and gave in their Proteſtation and 7 
Appeal in Writing, with the moſt-grave . of their: Souls ta whom they hþ, 
and weighty-reaſons thereof, -vizÞ; That no competent know;edge z, Yea, that he was. 

the Church could not be reputed vacant,Mr, a'Stranget to the. Presbytery it ſelf, A. - 
Knox who had beſide Poſſeſſion, a good thatchey had yever been ar the pains ro''. 
Right and Title thereto, and to whom hear him Preach ; that they might judge.  .-. 
they were firmly reſolved to adhere,nor of his Qualthcarions for ſo. eminent:a. _ 
being either Depoſed, or Deprived, bur place; that rhe licele-Tryal the Pariſh, __. 
only Inhibired for a time, by the At of had of him in two/or three Sermons, - 
the Presbytery, and his Right not exa- they, were in their private Judgementof - +. 
mined,- and diſcuſſed either by the Preſ- Diſcretion nor-well pleaſed with his way - © :;* 
bytery, or any other competent Fudicatory; of Preaching, for ſeveral Grave, and . 3 
And ſuppoſe che Church had been vacant,  Welghty Exceptions which they. had ' 3 
as it was not; Yer the ſaid pretended ready to produce. That for the proſpe&  -. : -; 
Call of Mr. Veatches was ipſt 0 fao void of a more lucrative place, .-he had by in- > £7 WS. 
and null, in regard of ſeveral efſential dire& methods gor-himſelf looſed from 
DefeRts and Informalities of it, ſuch as orher Calls, thar he might force himſelf 
rhe Call had nor been made ina Regular 


way by a publick meeting of - Heritors, 
Elders, and Town Council, but by pri- 

_ vate ſubſcriptions, which the Magiſtrates 
of Peebles by menaces and promiſes had 
ſecretly colle&ed from a multirude of and contained in their Inſtruments ; They _ - 

_ Perſons legally uncapable of any votre in did de novo Proteſt and\Appeal againſt a»  '- = 
the Ele&ion 3 Some of them having no ny flirther Procedure of the Preghyrery - 


Intereſt ar all in the Pariſh, Thar there upan-the ſaid Edi, going ina Copy of _ 
were hone of theElders conſenting there» ; ſons —..* 


? 
, 


—— 


 1nupon the Pariſh of Peebles. And finally, = 
that the Presbyjtery had in mahy inflances '- 2 
behaved themſelves very partially in this --— =? 
whole Afair, for all which Reaſons.givre © © 4 
amply enlarged by them. at that rime, - . 


this their new Appeal, with theReaſo 
unto, and of a multitude of conſiderable 
Heritors in the Pariſh,” only rwo or three 
perty and obſcure ones conſented... All 
which reaſons are more fully expreſt in 
the Appeal, whereupon they rook Inſtryu- 
ments, but rhe whole Presbytery (except 
an Old Grave Man who diſſented all a« 
long) taking no narice thereof, - nor to 
youchſafe in the leaft any Anſwer there- 
' fo, accepted of and: ſuſtained the afore- 
ſaid pretended Call, extiibiced unrochem 
_ in fayours of Mr.;Veatch, Ordering an 
Edi& to. be fery'd for him - the. nexc 
Lord's Day 3. which Edi&being returned 
to che Presbytery, upon the 17th of Sep- 
rember, and called ar rhe Chappel door, 
compeared again the'- Heritors,  El- 


ders, &c.and Declared their Adherence. 

_ to their former Proreſtation and. appeal, 
, and 
2 .2auq 


with the whole Reaſons. thereof, a 
ſubjoyning ſome more pregnant Reaſons 


thereto; viz« Thar the faid Mr, Veatch 


with the moſt irrefragab.*Reaſons 


in conrempt of which r 
of; .the Presbytery having, determi 


4 0 
=  *4 . 
» **s - 


for rhat effe& ing ged Mr. Robert Ellie: | 
the very next day, being the 18thof 4 
Im. it 


to Preach ar his Inſtiurion, 
September, aQually ro Inſtiture him; 
moſt Illegal and Diforderly. way, contra 
ry to an expreſs A& of the General . 
ſenibl, - holden as Glaſrow, - December 17 
1633, Whereby it-is cxpreſly provide 
the Kirk, contrary to the will of the © 


; 4 - 
. __ * - ; y By 4 | 
a a 4 , \ | p . " , 
gation. At which pretended Infticuyjar I 
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there were none of the þ 


P. 


oY 
before hand to inſtitute Mr. Featch 3 and 
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uf ” Accept of or Imbrace him-;3tnfo ach 
- rhat ir's- informed, Mr. Elfnt publickly 
exprefſed' his grief, That rhere were fo 
few + hoteſt Men in the Pariſh ro receive 
their Paſtor. . 
In Reſpe of all which, and dine rhe 
. Heritors conſenting to Mr. Veatch his 
Call, are bur very few, and againſt ſeve- 
rals of whom there are Competent and 
Releyarit Exceptions viz, That ſome' * 
of them are notHeritors, and others by 
romiſe of eaſe of rheir Stipends, and 
|< by Threarnings if they did: notoon- 
- ſent; 'And that the Heritors who have 
bas protefted againſt the faid Call, are nor 
' only the moſt conſiderable Heritors, and 
 _ have the moſt conſiderable Intereſt in 
|, -. thePariſh, but are double the number 
1 . of rhe other, befide the whole Elderſhip, 
Er is therefore hoped, Thar his Grace, 
His Majeftie's High Commiſſioner to the Aſ- 
. ſendh, the Right Reverend Moderator, 
"and the Reverend: Brethren of che Gene- 
ut Allembly Lab Kirk of Scotland now 
rag, Mey Examine, and take into their. 


Grave the Godly Conſideration, the 
whole p oper of this Aﬀair, together 

wihrhe Payiſfies /Pedreſtarions and Ap- 
. peals, which 6 lagbly Crave. may 
| oping: by their Pious 


BEG, oe "hem Agd in Or er 
2 5 we rellevett of ſuch: an Il- 
| be In -ypornutry ACCounts 
a. Himſelf unfic ro: be conri= 

nyce jy h # Clurge, particulavly, be- 

\* being conſcious two himſelf of rhe 

Rakes and infuficiency. of kis. Call, 

fs, 7-2 dy- by his own-Solicieations, partly 


by nt ePaper he: <d in- 
flverice- fone: few: Neritors: ofiNdte, to 


pr Craig row voice fro 


apt It tee: at Edi& hed beerr ſerved 

rherenpon; Agaimro ſhake himfdFfhooſe 

vn rhe wh which ny + gene to 

"MF he had prevailed 
"Sz Tanterof it Pyicnds, 6 Reproſene- 
Phebſesy as rheeffett of af im-- 

. aodine ma Ay jordinary- Providence, - 

| ra hour "iti-thie ſe-- 

; real C c\nſtanees, "char: it mi; oe 


which he onghe nor.to diſobey, Where } 
as it can be evinc'd, by clear Evyidences, . 2 
That it wasa Draught andDeſign of Men, 
carried on underhand for. a confidetable 
time, And iris left ro the Aſſembly to 
judge what a groſs Hypocrifie and Abuſe 
of the Sacred Name of Providence, it is to 
prerend an zmmedtate hand of God, to the . 
Cobweb-Plots and Contrivances of finful | 
Men ; Sure, for as well as this Providence 
was painted forth to gain this point be- 
fore the Synod, there were ſome of thar 
Meeting, who could ſee thorow the va- 
nity of thar Pretence; And in ſpecial, - 
one Grave and- Wiſe Member, could: nor - 
ler it paſs withour a tart RefleQion on it; 
Stklike, upon the day of his Admiſſion, 
he was-nor afraid publickly ro rake God 
ro yirneſs, that no proſpe@ of a- great 
Benefice had induced him to come- tg 
Peebles, whereas 1t tranſcends the cons 
prehenfions of the moſt yaſt and exren- 
five Charity, to fancy what other morive 
could prevail with him, to reje& Calls of 
People that were Zealous and Unanimous 
for him ; and chruſt himſelf 'in upon a 
Pariſh who deſired him nor, and-can ex- 
pe&t'no'Spiritual Comfort from his Mini-- 
ftry. And'finally, He has fince that time 
impoſed conditions of admitting Chil- 
dren - co Baptiſm in that Pariſh, which 
neicher the Law ofthe Land, nor the 
late General Meeting of this Church has 
warranted-him to do 5 whereupon ſeve- 
ral Perſons were neceffiicate to take their 
Ehildren-to be Baprifed by others, and. 
ſome havetaken Inſtruments againſthim, 
And nor a few-Infants have been inappa- 


rent . Danger of Dyivg - wichour Bap- -- 
tin, to-the-great grief of their Pa- 
rents; Among - whoth- were weak-Tiwins 
belonging w1-N of-clie fare Magiſtrates, 
Al which :can: clearly be proved: -againſt 


him;cogether with'ſeveral-orher Articles. 
which they have to- produce, and-can 
prove,competenttime being allowed un- 


roche forthe Citarion-of Wirneſles, bur 

=. lave- litherro- forborti- t6- 
brag our-of tenderneſs ro his Gha- 
racer, and wilÞalways forbear. till: t 
be confirained ro rake this laſt Remedy.” 


This 


i PS ) TE, DIRE 
This i is . this exact Copy of the Inforchation and pang 


in by 


Mr. Zeriot, Miniſter of Dalleith, in Toy fo the 
"_ Council at Edenburgh. 


INFORMATIO 


4 $5: 
: 


FOR 


Mr. 


ALEXANDER HERIOT, Miniſter at: 


DALXK EIT H : 
In Relations to the Libel againſt him, before the Precbyrery , at Dalkeith, mY 


the Sentences thereon. 


And Petitions to the Lords of Their al 4: £ 


FESTIES Privy Conncil, 
The Appeal given in by the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot to the Spud of 


Midlothian, containing 4 


a ſhort Information of the Progreſs tin 


Proceſs, to that time, 15 as follows, 


Oderator, Being conſcious of my 
| Tnnocence, and finding my ſelf 


Wronged, and Injured, I here appeal 
from this Synod, ro the firſt General Aſ- 


ſembly, when it ſhall meer; and in- the 
mean time-to their Majeſties Prote&ton, 
for Juſtice and Relief ; And fince the Law 
allows the Liedges a-competent time to 
give in the Reaſons of their appeals, T 
here Proreft withinTwenty four hours, to 
9ive in the Reaſons of . this my appeal ro 
your Clerk; And withall, I proteſt thar 


*fhis be Recorded by him. And _ all 


I take Toftrurmenrs. 


Herior Miniſter. at Dalkeith, from! the 
Synod of Midlothian, to rhe next Awful 
 Generah Aﬀembly, And to their M4- 
FESTIES Protettion for Faſtice, and Re- 
lief in the mean time. - 


* RE being an Indiftmen 
- ven.in to the Presbytery of. 1H 
ue againiſt the ſailt Mr, Alexander Herior, 

and the Libet-dearing it to be given in'in 
the Name of the Farochiners, the ſaid 


Mr. Alexander Herjpt oY Parochinery 
compeered, and craved that his acch- 
ſers might be named to hint, atid that 
they Ep ht ſubſcribe cheir Charge «-- 
gainſt him 3 And thar-in regard+ that- 


- ſaid- fleritors and Parochiners = ;:: 


nor only Viva Voce, but by 2 Wrir” wifi; 
der their Hands Diſclaim "aw" 1ownh - 
tt, Exeept - Alexander Calderwoid, and x. 
few others, ex fece populi, &nd'a © - 
no Libel ought to be admitted without - 


a Purſuer ; Yet the Presbytery refuſed-to: _—_— : 
- condeſcend. upon tlie Inglyers Y 3 
| bel,” or to ordain'them ro ownaad ſub- 


The Reaſons of Appeal of Mr. Alexaider - 


the Li-- 


ſcribe it, Like as, none had rheConfi-- 
dence to own it, except the ſaid Altxanter 


Calderwood, who ſat among theni as one. of.”- | 


the Ruling "Elders, and who is natourly- 
known to be the ſaid Mr. Alexander Hert 
o's declared Enemy (alt ca ueh withour . 
cauſe) and who inyenred and. reported - 
moſt falſe Calumpies apatift” hin, of. 
which when he was cha 4 d,. his at- 
ſer was, That whether they were true © 
or falſe he had thereupan taken rwo hun. 
dred of- the Parochiners from * 4" 


_— 


wo 
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munion 3- Mr. Heriot declined him as 


udge in this matter, wherein he both 


informed and accuſed 3 which not on-' 


ly confiſted in the knowledge of rhe 
| Presbytery (who had no other Informa- 
rion bur his) but which was likewiſe of- 
ered to be proved by his Oath; yer 
notwithſtanding thereof, againft all Law, 
"Reaſon, and-good Order, the Presbytery 
' would not remove him, but allowed him 
to fir as one of Mr. Heriot's Judges, and 
appointed him one of rhe Examinaters of 
1c Witneſſes : and he forgetting that 
Ration, informed and tampered with 
ſome of them, and threatned others, as 
to what they, ſhould depone-z and the 
Witneſſes being overawed and 1nterrup- 
red in their Examinations, and notallow- 
ed to declare the whole Truth in com- 

plext matrers of FaQ, . whereby the De- 
— Pofitions may be lame and weak, and car- 
ry a Quite contrary. meaning of the 


© Fruth, of what the Witneſſes offered to 


depone ; And ſome of the Witnefles ha- 
 ving defired thatthey might ſee and read 
their own Depoſitions before they ſub- 
| Teribed them, the ſame was abſolutely 
refuſed, with this Expoſtulation 3 What ? 
do-you diftruſt us? and do you queſtion our 
Clerk's honeſtly ? And thus they cauſed 
theſe Witneſſes ſubſcribe what was writ- 
ten, ſo 'that there may be left our the 
material parts of theirDepoſitions, which 


cleared their Miniſter. And not. only 


are there ſeyeral Articles of the Libel], 
which are nor upon theſe Heads,to which 
the Trial of the Regular Clergy is reſtri&- 
ed by A& of Parliament, and which 


are in themſelves alterius fori, but like- 


Wiſe there was an additional Libel raiſed 


_ - againſt theſaid Mr. Alezander, and with- 


our any Cication given to him chereupon, 
or Copy,. Sight or Notice given to him 
- thereof; Witneſſes are examined, than 
all which there can be nothing in judictal 
Procedures more Partial, Pernicious, and 

_Unjuft. And Mr. Alexander Heriot having 
- appealed. fromthe Presbyrery to the Ge- 
neral Aﬀembly, the Presbyrery notwith- 


ſtanding thereof proceeded, and found | 


the Libel Valid, and Proved; and 3 
therefore, and in regard of Mr, Hes: -:3 


rs Contumacy (6s they termed. his 
Appeal to the General Aﬀembly, which | 


ſat in Ofober laſt) they (ſuſpended him 


furcher Cenſure tothe General-Afſembly, 


But the General Afſembly having found . 43 
no Contumacy in the Appeal, they refer- ' .:# 
red him back again toche Synod, ' And 
now the ſaid Mr, Alexander does again 


Appeal from che Synod, and from any 
Senrence-they ſhall gtve 1n this Matter, 


to the next lawful General Afembly, 
andin the mean time, to Their Majefttes 


Prote&ion-for Juſtice and Relief, For 
thir Grounds and Reaſons. 


Firſt, 'There being a Petition given in | 


by the Hericors and Parochiners of Dat- 


keith to the Synod, atteſting, the ſaid | 


Mr. Alexander his Faithfulneſs in the Mi- 
niſtry, and his Innocency as to the chings 
Libelled againft him; and craving, that 
according to. the At of ' Parliament, the 


Depoſitions of the Witneſſes might be - } 


made parent, that they might be the bet-. 


rer Redargued ; yer the Synod ſuffered  # 


not the ſaid Petition to be read, 

' Secondly, The ſaid Mr. Alexander ha- 
ying repreſented to the' Synod the fore- 
ſaid Procedure of the Presbytery againſt 


him,and having craved that the Depoſiti- - # 


ons of the Wirneſſes, might be read before 
him, and tharhe might have a Copy of 


the Aditional Libel, which he had never 


ſcen; and chat conform to the 'A& of 
Parliament, the Depoſitions of the Wit 


nefles might be made parent ro him, toe 
the end that he might have a Copy there- 


of, to the effe& he might the better 


.clear hunſelf, from any thing that may 


ſeem to be deponed againſt him ; 


notwithſtanding there 149 


of, (and contrare 


to Law) the ſame was alſo refuſed by the * 


4 


Synod, and yndoubtedly for this Reaſon 
Thar the Probation was weak, and might 


Rot abide the Light nor Trial, for Veri. 
tas mn querit Angulos, 2: EN 


Thirdly, The faid. Mr, Alexander repre 
(ented rothe Syuod, That he yas informs 


ed 


2 


from the Miniſtry, and referred him for. 7 
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ed that one of the Articles deponed a». 
- gainſt him, was, Thar he ſhould have 
danced abour a Bonfire the 14th of Of- 
ber 1688; And that the ſame was che on-. 


ly Article proved againſt him, which he 
inſtantly redargued, for the ſaid 14th 


day of O#sber 1688 fell upon a Sunday, 
and that the Wirnefles and whole Inha- 
birants of Dalheith cannot bur declare, 
thar there was never Bonfires at Dalkertth. 
upon a Sunday, ſo that they deponed 
flalfſly, And the Dancing avour a Bonfire 
being ſo publick an A&, that nor only the 
Witneſſes that have deponed it, but '..- 
ways many others would have ſeen tt, 
and all the Inhabitants of Dalkeith would 


have heard of it, if it had been true: : 


Yet notwithſtanding thereof, all the 
Neighbours to thar Bonfire, and whole 
Inhabirants of Dalkeith will declaze and 
depone, that they neither ſaw nor heard. 
of their Mtniſter dancing at that; or any 
orher Bonfire 3 yet notwithſtanding of 
that clear Conyi Aion, and redarguing of 
. chat Article, che Synod had. no regard 
thereto, affirming chat there was no help 
for 1t now, -it betng ſo deponed, which 
15 no other thing than as if they had ſaid, 
that they were not concerned tho' it were 
falſe, for ic was ſo deponed ; .and which 
1s ſo conſequential to a clear and poſitive 
Redarguing, andImprobarion of the Ar« 
ticle, and Probation thereof, that the 
prejudice and defign of the Sytiod to pro- 
 ceed againſt the ſaid Mr. Alexander upon 
whatever: was -alleadged, altho' withour 
Probation, or vpon a Redargued Probati- 
on, 1s evidently manifeſt, SEES 
4thly. The ſaid Mr. Alexander repre- 
ſented tothe Synod, that he had former- 
ly appealed fromthe Presbytery,and thar 
It was but too evident from what is above 
narrated, that they were Party againſt 


him, And-which was further demon- 


Atrare from this, Thar the ſaid Presbyte- 
ry and Alexander Calderwood, did in face 
of the $ynod nor only interrupt. the faid 
Mr, Alexander when he - was ſpeaking 
but likeways debated and reaſoned againſt 
him as his oppoſice Parries, ſorthat it could 
not be-expetted, but that they would do 


-E 


more when he was removed out of the 
Synod, and therefore the ſaid Mr. Alex-" 
ander declined che Presbyrery, and Aex- 
ander. Calderwood as his Judges, and cra- 
ved that they might not fit to judge 
him; yer notwithſtanding thereof, 'a« 
gainft all Law and Juſtice, they were not 
as... AS 

sthly. Several Members of the Synod 
interrupted the ſaid Mr. Alexander, while 
h* was vindicating himſelf, in the face bf: | 
tr! > Synod, and craving a fight of the Ad- 


alt nal Libel, and Depoſition of the 


Witneſſes ; Andcried our, -Thac the ſame 


ſhould not be granted ta him, as if every one 


of them had had a.Decifive Volce, and- 
which is wichout Example in any Judica- 
tory, for any of the Judges to interrupt 
che Defenders ſpeaking, and-ro cry our' 
their Opinion, or rather Sentence; be- -- 
fore the Defender be remJved ; and-: 
which openly diſcovers their- Prejudice, 
Deſign and Reſolution of . proceeding 4- 
gainſtrhe (aid Mr, Alexander; alrho' with 
our juſt cauſe, OD a 9 


_ . Gthly, The Prejuditeand deſign of the 
 Synods-proceeding againſt the ſaid Mr. A- - 


lexander, on the ſaid lame, weak; and 
null probation, 1s eyident, in fo far asſfe-- 
veral Members-of their Number. did 
ſpeak and deal with him.to demir, or - 
thar otherways they would depoſe him: 
And there is nothing-more certain, than: 
that they would-neyer haye 'Dealc with. 
him to demir, 1f che Probation againſt : 
him had been good ; Their nialice to the 
Regular Clergy being ſuch; as thar they 
would rather Depoſe them for Immora- 
lities, and Errors -in Do@rine, to ex- - 


| poſe them, than ſuffer chem .roiDe- 


mir, and get off without ſtain, whenthey . 
are guilty of the ſame, Bur Mr. Alexan- 
der being Conſctous of his own Innocen- - 
cy refuſed to Demir, bur rather to ſuffer 
rheir Excremity, from which he ho 


ped GOD in his good time would Vindi- 


cate him, And therefore ir being evi- 
dent from the Grounds foreſaid, thar the - 
Synod has behaved themſelves moſt pare - 
rlally, and agaidft;yll Law- and Form : 
The ſaid- Mr, Alezafider does therefore 
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Proteſt againſt the Syn 
ceeding in the ſaid Matter, and appeals 
; from them, and from any. fentence they 
ſhall give therein, to the next lawful Ge- 
meral Aſſemblie, And to their MAJES- 
TIES Prote&@ion, for |uſtice, and Relief 
In the mean rime ; Ard Protefts, That 
the ſaid Libels, and Witneſſes Depofiri- 
' ons taken thereupon, may be preſerved, 
and nor put our of the way, That ſo the 
ſame (and not Copies thereof) may be 
produced to the next: General Aſſembly; 
Or toany their. Majefties ſhall be pleaſed, 
ourof-cheir Royal Authority, to appoint 
to conſider the ſame: And that as the 


_ ©  fajd Mr,Alexander will publifh and diſperſe 


- his Appeal, and his Anſwers ta the firſt 
Libel; Which he only did fee for his 
_ own Vindication from any ſentence thar 
 . ſhall follow hereupon ; So he expedts, 

andearneſily Deſires, that the ſaid Synod 


may Print borh rhe Libels againſt him, 


and Depofitions taken ' chereupon, for 
conceive they have done right :) But 
which Mr. A/exander hopes will rather 
vindicate his Innocency. And further, 
Mr, Alexander Craves, and Proteſts, That 


* this hjs Appeal may: be inſert in. the 
\ © Bopksof the Synod. 


Notwithſtanding of the Appeals fore- 


 -faid, the Synod proceeded, and Depoſed 


the ſajd Mr. Alexander from his Miniſtry, 
and thereupon the Elderſhip-of rhe Pa- 
riſh was invaded, and ſome few (ſeverals 
of them ſcarce worth to be noriced as Re- 
fidenters) have uſurped rhe power of e- 


Ieting Elders, and have cle&ed ma- 


ny moe than the number formerly u- 
{d, - purpoſely as they think, ro make 
the greater Figure; alrho* bur of the 
. maſt inconſiderable of the Pariſh; and 
of Deſign to Call, Impoſe, and Obtrude 

. # Miniſter upon the Refl againſt rheir 
| wlll, contrary to the Laws of Charicy, 


Pradtices of Chriſtjan Churches, apd pro- 


feffion of Pregbyterians. Notwithſtand- 
ing that the ſaid Mr, Alexander Heriot- his 
eal does in Law preſerve his Right, 
keeps-all in fAlatu guo, the time of 
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ods further Pro- _ Whereupon, not only the ſaid My, 4. 
: lexander Heriott, but likewiſe the Heritors. 

and Pariſhioners of Dalkeith have given 

in a Petition to the Lords of their Maje-. 

flies moſt Honourable. Privy Council, | | 

Thar they may be pleaſed to forbid che 
Calling of a Miniſter until the Appeal 


vindication of cheir Juſtice, (i they can 


be diſcuſt; And that in the mean time, 
he may be reſtored to the Exerciſe 
of his Miniſtrie, And that the Presby- 


tery of Dalkeith, And others who had 


the Libels given in againſt him, and 
Depoſitions of the Witneſſes, may 
make the ſame known tro him, as Law 


appoints; That he may know what is li- 


= - nh 44 
7 Ai. * 1 VE 
. . E0 3 7 
. ,” » 
: « Yy 
-_ Ls 
F © 1%S : 
s EV 
«<4 : $1 Y 
. e 
= : ; 
» t- 
- *V 
- \ 
. ” 


2 


belted, or may ſeem to be proved, ro 


the effe& he may the better clear- him- 
ſelf of the ſame, which is nothing bur 


falſe lies and calumnies: And -whereof 


ſeveral of the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
who have ſeen the Libels and Depofiti- 
ons, Atfirm, that there is nothing pre- 
tended co be proved, But the dancing a- 
bout the Bon-Fire; which is not oply 


clearly redargued to be falſe as ſaid is, 
there being no Bonfires either on the 


foreſaid day, nor for ſeveral months 
elther before or after ; Bur likewiſe if 


the perſons who have deponed it were 


known,and re-examined, it will be found, 


they have deponed falſly ; And that they 


have been dealt with ſo to Depone; 


And that this Falſhood may nat he 


diſcoyered, not only are the Depoſi- 


tions kepr up, contrary to expreſs Law 
and Afﬀts of Parliament; Bur likewiſe, ' 


no. notice can be gotten who-were the 
perſons who have deponed ic, that they 
may be inſiſted againft, | 


£ 


| Whereas ic is pretended, That the 
Lords of their Majeſties Privy Council, 


are not Judges competent to the ſenterices 
of Eceleſiapich Courts,, and that as they 
cannot put 1n Miniſters-in Churches, fo 
they cannot meddle wich ſenrences of De- 

{1110ns, It's anſwered, Thar by ther. 
ATF'S Parl, Fe. 6. It 1s Statute and 


_Ordatned, That his Majeſtie, and Council 


ſhall be Fudges competent, | To all Perſans 
Spiritual and Temporal, in al matters, And 


1s not Judge 


to pretend, that the Council 
| So competent 
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competent to ſentences of Ecelef aftick more falſe, 4s will a por by { they Libels 
— is no. other ghee), &© affirm, That *: arid, Degdlichons; [if product. 
thefe Courts have an Arbitrary, power, we ge Ones 7 vriap 

may do wrong at- -Hherd Þtea ſire Withoat dycery; and O_ 
wad or Control, For it is evident, That by Fa to the 6 2H wks Afembly for fur- 
Mr. Heyrlott"\ is tnaftunjuſtly por bs and car Imthoralities 


Depoſed. And it is alſo evident, that i; TE _ Errors w a had 
if. 16 he. not: Redreſſed by the Council; beety proved aj inf ys e 
he will never be Reſtored by thoſe; Mint» nod: (to; which 
ſters, who have deal: ſo unjuſtly. with 
him. - {11 

. And whereas, it 1s alleaged, That "IN 
the Counril cannot put in Miniſters, ſo: they 7D 
cannot medale with ſentences. of Depoſition, maniteſt: Unjoſice; {dn wher HS 
It is anſwered, . That the Council has nor: heard of [ix are convinced 
the power of Admiſſion and Ordinazion And having ſtated. a ng Parties. #- 

of. Miniſters, - Bur if a Miniſter having. a winſt vio, ahtre can be:no Remedy px+ 
Na 44 Call; the Presbyterie ſhould refuſe. Cotted fv the ſaid Unjuſtice,: Injury; 
to admir and. Ordain him, albeit. they reſſion;unleh the Lords of. Their | 
have nothingto objett againſt him, upon Majeſties Privy Council interpoſe their 
Application to the Council or Seffion, Auzhoriey, * - 
Letters will- be dire&ed- to Charge che It tt be alleag ed, Thar, the Into 
Presbyterie, to. Admit and Ordain hims AR of "Parliamem, The AQ of Supre> 
but multo magis in this caſe; where a-Miz macy: in Church; WAters- is _ 3 
niſtex: is Depoſed rom, his Mipiftrie, az tis pr yn "That «he. AR of Parlia- 
likewiſe from his Benefice,. (which is his ment 1655 is: Reſcinded, which execnd- 
Livelyhood. and Maintenan BY and. yer. - the GS oem 24 co. the Ordering and 
moſt unjuſtly, and without Ground or. teraql Government and 
Reaſon 3 . The Council is. moſt proper: Polley "py the Ghurch, apd.co rhe. 
udges, for Reſtoring - him againſt the ing. of. Lg wy ttt, 
oreſaid Oppreſſion, 1ojurie, and. Unjulk 

K. Ja. 6 ; 6. his $ Parliment,. &. 7 


 Senrence. ot Re> - 
ſcinded; 'whioh.is ply, as.to. Tae 


And for a. further evidence of this a 
juſt Sentence, ir is Humbly defired,, that. of Eccleſiaſtich Pericns: in. matrers com- 
FOI power +4 


he G3; 


the Lords of Their Majeſtics Privy Coun- plained;upop3.. 
cil will be pleaſed ro take notice, That in erent. in the Crow, 
the firſt; Label there are many Articles 

which are not to be. admirted in Law 3 
And it is faid, thar- there LL none of 
them - proved, byt the D vg -about: 
the Bonfire: And yer the Pn by 
their Sentence, found the Libel Releyant. 
and Proyed, which muſt be underſtaod. Judges we pots 
25 to the whole: Articles of the Libel _. .. ſtetand 


complexile, _ which, _ ls _— © ofrte foie 
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- Faſting following, ro beduly Icimgrand: 


| dvellam 


_ to' his Land, 


La "ls j : 


and 


HE General aembly, Having 


A. -Copfideration, the tate-, great 
ita wheel Deſeionsf his Thurchand 
Rikgdom,' havethought fieo-App 

4 Day of Solemn Humiliation aridFaſting, 


give atid remove the: puile- thereof: In 
ofder Vw, | 


the "Choſeſtton Sins,-and' Caules"'6 


Publiſhed ; Recommending- it nioft ear- 
neſtly ro all perſons, borh Miniſters and 
orhers, That every one of us may nor 


, only ſearch-and rey oby on hearts: and 


ways, and ſtir: up our ſelves td feek the 


Lord; Bur-alſo 1n 6ur! Srations, and: as. 
we have acceſs, -Deal with:one another; 
In all love and cenderneſs, toprepare for 


do great and neceſſary a-Duty, that we 
may find mercy'in "God s fight, and He 
may be gracioutly reconciled tour Land 
in" our Lotd: Jelus,. any rake 'delight ro 
0s;+-- 

out alaions G64 barhabf 
Wn Natiiei ſake, \wroughe 
derful'*things,- for Britain 
Hirch and Na- 


Althoug 
Jate} __ his 
great and 
and I:eland,- w_— for this 


he iry particiltdry' Yet'the*tnhabltants 
#einaihber their 


eof* Fe 7c ae'rs' 
vip is and 3G es veinſelves 


ro bid: for their Iniquitles, * 
" MH the We; *dd-*Oiir-Farters our 
f Patots;" vhd-Pebple of all 

; Af Haye beehs ynder 
2?{\this+.day\y: For 
Gbd" flieweticarly 


Goſpel amongſt us, and afcerward in our 


' Reformation from Popiſh Supecſticion 
and ir had the Honour, 3fwas hated, and he thar departed from 


beyond many Nel, of being afrer our Iniquity made himſelf a reproach or 


20d. Adglatry; - 


taken” irito their -moſt ferious 


oitt 


fot Confeſſion of Sins, and making Sup- 
plication to our Gracious God, ig! for- 


they. have CE 


in ſenaing the 
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4 - T of Me General AM mbly "Y anent a Solemn National 2 
Ee 7 lation, with the Cauſes thereof. 


At Edinburgh, November 12, 1690, Poſtmeridiem, Ser. 25; 


firſt Reformation, folemnly devoted viito. 


God, - both Prince and Pco ople, y yet we 
f 


have deal treacherouſly. -Wt 


have-not walked ſuitably to our: Metcies 


received from him, nor obligarioris' ro * 
him : Through the mercy of God eg 
Church had atrained roa great: purity: of- 


Dorine, Worſhip, and Government, - 
burzhis was nor accompanied with ſuit- ' 
able' perſonal Reformation, neithet 'was 
out Fruit 'anſwerable ro the pains taken - 
on' us by' Word and Work; We had- 
much Goſpel-preaching, but too little. 
Goſpel-praftice;'- roo many went 6n in 
open wiekelineſs, and- ſome had- bur a 
form of 'Godlineſs, ; defying: g-the' power - 
thereof; many alſo: who had the Grace 
of God i in FHwck fell from their firft love.” 
and fell- under ſad languifhings and- der. 
cays; nd when for our fins the.ahger of 
the Lotd had divided- us, and we were 
brought under the feer of ſtrangers, and 
maby of-our- Brethfen'killed; orhers-ra- 
ken Caprive and (old as ſlaves, - -Fer- we” 
&d fi11, arid-after we wetetrecdfrom 
the Foke of ſtrangers, inftead oP Feturn 
ing to the Lofd, and beinp keto Repeti- 
rance- by - his'p60dneſs; _ the'Land-made 
open- DefeRtion from the goods ways of : 
the Lord: -many'beliaye@asif ey had 
beet delivered towork: -abeniiviarion the: 
flood-gaesof fingity' were! pended; add 
4. dehige '6f Sickeageſ did 6ver-ſpread 
che Land.” 'WhStati' withour privf and. 


ſhame Temetnber: the 'Thilitefulddauch-- 


dry and drubketmeſs:rhavihien was? And 
c<iba060ihpan 
curſing and ſwearing, and followed with 
frequent Filrhineſ(s, . Adulterites, and 0- 
ther Abominations, and the Reprover 


prey. 


rhe Lord, 
and been unſtedfaſtin his Covepant, 2nd © 


Ka: widihorrid and Bells 
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d,they proceeded ro ſacri- 


and Priviledges of his Church to the 


Juſts and will of men 3 The Supremacy 
'was advanced in- ſuch; a way, . and;;to 
ſuch an height, as never any. Chriſtian 
Church acknowledged ; the Government 


of the Church. was altered, and Prelacy 
(which hath been always grievous $0 
rhis' Nation) introduced, without the 


| Churches, conſent, and. contrair- ta the 


ſtanding As of our Nazional: Aſſemblies, 


. both which the prefeng Parliament-hach 


{bleſſed be God) lately found; And-yer 
nevertheleſs, - of the Reg ſtanding Mini- 
ſtry of Scotland, -many did ſuddenly and 
readiy comp]y.with thac alteration of the 
Government, ſome.our-of Pride and: Cas 
vetouſneſs or apppleaſingſeme 
infirmity or weakneſs, or fear of: Many 
and want of Courage : and Zeal for God.z 
many faithful Miniſters were thereupon 
caft out, and tnahy Inſufficiencand Scan- 
dajous men tral. in.on their Rig 
and many Families ruined,; be 
would not own them. as their P 
 Andalas?Itis -ulidenyable, rhere hath 
been under the. hte Prelacie, a great. de- 
cay of Piery, ſo that it. was enough to 
make a man be nicknam'd a Phana ck, if 


hie did nor ron to FE ſame F ORR on 


with others. 
-And hp 
cabiibr” bl 


Gul = . 
« 
Z 
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come, ind 
and: Fn 

': /There hath been.alſo an 
phanation bf the Holy and Dre OM 
of God, by Curfing and ing: "$þ2 
there: harh-been (0 .much. Sear and 
Forſwearing amongſt us, that no Nation 
under Heaven we þ beer Wore in 
chis rhan'we ;' ſome by a WF gs hly 
or-ignorantly;” ſome falſly » by. EY aking 
thei © Oaths, and. impoſing and taking 


Am) . 


ey. - And when by: theſe, and ſuch :ungodl 
FRG yeah mens Confeienees - ear 


' were debauc 
fice the Intereſt of the Loo [eſus Chriſt, 
nor. taking 


' Ing the Lord's Day. is. gone, an 


i0cs hath been eſtabliſhed by a 


N ame 


andunjawfal- oats and Bonds 
y. the Conſciences of manyhave 
been : polluted and :ſeared, and :many 
ruined and g— for refuſing. and 
them. -..__ 
There hath alſo-been-a great negle@ of 


the Worſhip of God,' roo much m: ub. 


licks EY in Families, and in 
ſecri ETs i: WR 4 p | 
The-:wonted-care of Religious Canifify- 


and in many 
vices: the. Sabbath harh ny; and, Is 


ſhamefwly ponager: | 

4; TheLabd allo hath been full of bloody 
Crimes, and Gitics full of Violence; and 
much-innocencBlbod ſhed, ſo thar-Blood -- 
rouched; Blood 3 yea, Sodoms, ſins have 
abounded among fy vs, .Pride, fullneſs of 
Bread, 1dlenefs, i Vaniries of Apparchs 
and ſhameful ſenſuality filled the Land. 
\.;And,:ajas.! how' are, hath been che 
Gry, of-Oppreſfion, and Unrighteoyſnels, - 
a'Law, 
chere- hath beetva great perverting .of 
Juſtice, by - making, and-.execuring _— 
righteous Statutes and As, and ſad 
ſecutions. of many for their Conſcience 
towards God... 

-Ir isalfo matter of Laikentarion; thay” 
under this great Defedion- there? harh 
been! too; general a fainting,; not only a- 
mongſt.profeffors of the Goſpel, bar.alſo | 
amongſt : Miniſters; . yea, even - amqiglt + 
who. :in' the main things didien- - 
deavour co:maincain. their>Lnc EP t9,-in 
not giving ſcaſorable: and: neceſſary: Te- 
 flimony againſt che Defe&ons. and: Evils 
of.the Time, and keeping a due diſtance | 
from them, and ſome on che other hatid 
- _ their: Zeal with. roo. lirtle DiF- . 
gtetion and:Meckneſs...  - 

Tc. isalfo.matrer of Humiliation; wha 
: ff Differences fell our amon noſt'rheſe, 
who did 6wne Truth; and ber witneſs. 
againſt che: Caurſe of DefeRion, hn | 
were not. managed with due Charicy and - 
Love,; but. ich zoo much hear arid- bit-_ 
texneſs, 1pjuriousRefledtions uſed againſt - 

a and worth {0A on all hands; and: 

andalqus Divi 


Loved of the. Goſpel greatly = 


K .2 "nn bis | | 


bk. 


\ - 
ol s 


.* 
% 


ther: and; ſome: dangebous Prjbaoples 
drunk $n:: And afrer all this, there:were 
ſhameful adyancesitowards Popery, th 
Abomination of: the .Mafs. was: (ſet-up in 
- many places, and Popiſh-Schools:ereQ- 
ed; and feverals fell to Idolatry.' 
- Andthoughthe Lordharh. pur «' ftop 
_ eo the Courſe... of DefeRion, i and- of:his 
. great mercy given us ſome reviving from 
our Bondage ; yer we have ſad raule to 
regrate and bemoan, rhar:few -havea 
due ſenſe of our mercy, or walk anfwer- 
able thereto,few are turhedto the Lord in 
_ truth, bur the wickedigo onto do wicked- 
iy, and there is found amongſt us:re:this 
day ſhameful ingratirude*for our mercies, 
Hortid impenirency under our fins, yea, 
even amongſt thoſe who:ſtand moſ-up 
for the Defence of -the Truth : and ++ 
mongſt many in our Armies, there's wo- 
ful-ProphancneſSang Debauchery.:- And 
though we profeſs ro acknowledge, there 
can be no'pardon of Sins, no Peace and 
Reconcuiarion with God, . but by- the 
Blood:of jeſus Chriſt; yer few-knowHim, 
or {ee the Neceffiry and Excellency of 
the Knowledge of our Lord fefus Chriſt ; 
few ſee their need of Him,or eſteem, de- 
fire,or recetve Him,as he is offered in the 
1; few are acquainted with Faith 
in jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faith on 
Him, as made of the Father untous, Wiſ- 
demption ; and few. walk as becometh 
the Golpe], and imitate our Holy Lord in 
Humility; Meckneſs, Self-denial, Heavenly- 


mindedneſs,Zeal for G O-D, and Charity 


towards. Men ; Bur asthereis even until 
now, 4 great-conempt of the Goſpel, a 


great Bgrrenneſs under. it ;. ſoa deep Se-+ 


curity under our Sin and Danger, agreat 
wan of Piery coward Gpd, and Love to- 
wards Men; . wieh. a woful Selfifhntfs;* <- 
rery:one. ſceking their own:things, few 
the things of Chriſt, or the: publick 
Good, or one anothers welfare-:And'fi- 


0 


N adi. te . 4 . 6 
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Nd: ole | 


y, the 


ghreouſneſs, SanQificationand Res 


ant þ 


imd ths Heavens, they #te many in muy. 
ber, :and- hairous in their nature, and © 
fontrair co greac Light and Love, under 
fignaÞMercies and Judgments, afrer Con- 
feſſioni ard Supplicarton, and norwith- 
Aanding df our Profeſſion, Promiſes and 
fofetmn Vowing; ' and Covenanting wich 
God'ed the contratt, © © 

. "Have we not then ſad cauſe of dee; 

Sorrow and Aumiltation? And may we 
not fear, if we do not repent, and rurn 
from the evil of our *ways;” and return 
£o-che Lord with all our hearts,” that He 
return'to do us evil, after he hath done 
us:go0d, and be angry with'us, until He 
hath conſumed us ? 4 

-Eer us rherefore humble our ſelves by 
Faſting and Praying, let' us ſearch out 
our fins, #nd conſider onr ways, and con- 
fely theſe, and other our fins, with Sor- 
row'and Deteſtarion; Let us turn unto. 
the Lord with Fafting and weeping, and 
with mourning; Let us firmly Reſolve 
and fincerely Engage to amend our ways 
and doings, and return unto the Lord our 
God, with all: our” heart, and earneſtly 
pray, that for rhe blood of the Lamb of 
God, our fms may be forgiven, and..qur 
back-lidings healed, and we may yet be- 
come a" righteous Nation, keeping the 
Truth, that Religion and Righteouſneſs 
may-flourift, and Love, and Chariry a- 
bound, and all the Lord's People may be 


0 .- 


eo all thefe, rliac the Word of the Lord 
may have free coutle, and be glorified 
nd chat the Preaching of the Word, anc 
Difpenſing_ of the Sacramenes, . may .be 

companted withthe. wanced preſence, 
Power and'Blefſing of the Spiric of, the 


of vfie: mind 1n' rhe Lot : and in order 


Lord | r 3 vt preſerve 
ahd” | and 

Wilkie 

Th 
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evle.jn jag yes d Judges be. 
dgthed, with : ly, 3 
many-faithful Labourers may be'fen 
into the Lord's Vineyard, and they who 
are ſent, may find angry 40 be faithipl, 
and be bleſt with Suci 
may be as little Churches of Chrift, and 
that the Lord would pour out His Spirit 
on all Ranks of People, that they may 
be holy in all manner of Converſation, 
and God may delight to {well amongſt 
us, and to do us good. 
And while we pray for our ſelves, let 
us nor forget our Brethren in Forreign 
Churches, with whom, alas! we hadtoo 
lictle Symparhy ; Nay, ler us pray, that 
all che ends of the Earth, may ſee the 
Salvation of God ; and that He would 
bring his antient people of the Fews to 
the acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt; 'and 
that he would haſten the ruine of Romiſh 
Babylon, and advance the Reformation 
in Chriſtendome, and preſerye and bleſs 
the Reformed Churches ; That he would 
piry His oppreſſed People, 'the French 
 Proteflarits, and” gather them -our -of all 
places, whither they. have been ſcatte- 
red in--the cloudy and dark day and 
thar- he would be the-Defence, (Strength 
and Salvarion of any of his People, who 
are in War or Danger by Infidel or Po- 
piſh-adyerfaries, in Ewope- or America. 
And: in -partivular, that *hE Lofd would 
be Gracious to Ireland, and ſan{ific 
to: his\ People: rhere, ' both their difiteſs 
and deliverance 3 und perfe& what con- 
cernerth them; that he- would convert 


the Natives there to the Truth, and re- 


johteouſnglh, and thar ' 
r-ont- - 


eſs, *rhat'Familtes* 


Brittain, © 


For all theſe Cauſes and Reaſons, The 


: * by 

haraapoto f Wi aPÞgine 1 
af © 14xp; : | oy | 5 
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General Aﬀembly hath _ appointed the 
Second Thurl y"of 7 ery BeRt, to be. 


Obſerved jn all the Congre 


Wbierved ; ations of the 
Church and Nation, as'a 


| Tong 


% 


et che:fad : 


ſerved, the Aﬀembly appoints: che'faill 
os ray P- be kepr lome orher Bay 
with: che firſt convenient - opportunity 
And uppointsche*Com miſo foi Vidita- 
rion,' ro apply-edche 'Dountd]; for their. 
Civil San&on'ts the Obfertition there- 
of, -Extrafted ont of the Retords'bf Alf 
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«ap Prkizan and. MARY, 
vr ; TC. the'Grace of God, King 
- and Queenof Great Bricain, 
| 'F rance,. and Ireland, De- 

; fender of i the Faith : 3: 76: -: 
 .', Macers. of our Privy Council, 
= Meſſengers at Arnjs,' our Sheriffs in that 
| part,” Cunjun##ly and ſeverally,” ſpectally con- 
flitate, args  Foraſmuch, as the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of this-Church, by their AF, 
of the date F: e twelfth day "of "Noremhes 
_ mnffant, hath; Inted a Solemn National 
Faſt and Humiliation, to be Obſerved-in all 
the Kirks and Meeting-Houſes of this Our 
 -Antient Kingdom ;. and appointed t their Com- 


_ mnifhen for Viſuation, to apply tathe Lords of 


Our. Privy. Council, for Onr Civil Sandion, 
00: be initerpoſed thereto; ; And they having 
L- Mes accordingly: - Therefare We) with 
; ce ofthe Lords of our « Prtvy-Couherly. No 
by Command and. - by That the {ai 
Et x Feſt ”_ yr ge be Rehgj 
vegas Py: erſons throughout: 4his 
Kingdoms: buth in -Kir big Moy 
«the Diets pendin-fRe: | | 
-abrie-rintiined: AW of Aﬀeath 
Ja6es Nees. M16 | 
| Tee by. infer x, .in-mannerthertin + 
menttoned. mw to the end that ſo. Pious and 
neceſſerrs Duty may be pinually performed, 
and Our Pleaſure in the, Premiſſes fully 
known : Our Will is. herefore, and We Charge 


you flraitly, and Command, that incontinent 


7 . God ſave King. SISLTOM. and Queen MARY. 


ent. a | v7 my National Faſt at Humiliation. 


ſeveral Miniſters, both in Kirks, and Meets . 


' may ſeriqufly exhort all Perſons, to a ſincere _ 4 


whe wh. hoo with the ſaid 4 
. of orelaidar 


thiſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs ta the. Mer. | 
cat-Croſs of Edinburgh, and the remanent 

Mercat-Croſſes of the Head-Burghs of the + a 
ſeveral Shires and Stewartries, within this * 
Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authority, 
make Publication of the Premiſes, - that none 
may pretend ignorance. , And we do Ordain + 
Our Solicitor to diſpatch Copies hereof 'to | 
the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires. and Stew- q 
arts of the Stewartries, or their Deputs, or © 
Clerks, to be by them Publiſhed. at.the. Mere: | 

cat-Crofſes of the Head-Burghs,. upon re» 

cetpt - thereof, and immediately. ſent ta the 
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ing- Houſes, to the effef they may redd and. - 
mntimat the. ſame from their Pulpits, and 


and devout obſervance theres > 4s they Rex * 
g4aredthe Fawaer ant Bye the- Als - 
intghty Geog, i the: Saf 


1. and Þ reſern tn. 0 4 
both Churchi-and States & nd would! wo of -1 
the Wrath of God upent emſelugs and theiy 
Peron ar, they will be .anſmerghle at- | 


thezr. per. [1 And-Ordains theſe Mg eutsta | 


thoſe Poſen 10, be; 


dari 1-01" 2120 [ESD & 


 - under.Qor WINE, 7 1h 1 

..- the. enenty, fir} day-.of, Nowwthe, 

v: _ And of. Our "Beigns: the : i[ee: 
year; 3699, ': % 


\ Per a&tum Dominorum $i. Concilii, 
G TEB. ELIOT, Cls, St1, Concilike. / 
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Edinburgh, Printed by the Heir of —_ Arderſon Priater iO he 
| King and ow moſt Excellent Majeſties, 1690. 
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